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Exec.  Comm,  taps  Pinkerton,  Boydstun 


She  is  a  two-time  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Mississippi 
Children's  Education 
Association,  and  serves 
as  an  Eguipper  for  the 
MBCB  Sunday  School 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Members  of  the  2006-07  1*1  *  ’  ‘  ,  f  '  '■$  *||; 

Executive  Committee  of  the  |*U|  • 

Mississippi  Baptist  | Jt  t  ‘'“S'BI 

Convention  Board  (MBCB)  ski  ,  O  *' 

held  their  organizational  meet-  Mg  ’  ‘  ‘  ,#\„  ;  /Hfl  M1 

ing  December  5  at  the  Baptist  Iff  ’  ff  j 

Building  in  Jackson  and  elect-  F f  ’■  *f  ‘  'V****?  Af 
ed  Garv  Richardson,  pastor  of  If  ‘  *  * 

North  Oxford  Church,  Oxford,  If f  <  r  GfCl|0:‘:  C  ifT^, 

to  lead  the  group.  V  •,  ,7  ,  ‘  '  *  f||% 

Elected  to  serve  with  p#  *  .  *f^.;  '  A  **1  jj|ff  HI 

Richardson,  a  former  conven-  Ef  ,  ‘  '  “ 

tion  board  president,  was  I'*!  >  ■  ■  > 

Mississippi  Secretary  of  State  Mf--  ■  A  \W  &££ 

Eric  Clark,  a  member  of  First  §  %•  J 

Church,  Brandon,  as  vice-presi-  Msfe- 

dent.  Rebecca  Williams,  a  mem-  t 

ber  of  Broadmoor  Church,  VI 

Madison,  will  serve  as  secretary. 

The  Executive  Committee  Pinkerton 

also  filled  two  MBCB  positions  _ _ 

recently  vacated  by  retiring 

employee  Wayne  Pinkerton,  associate  He  holds  a  master  of  edu 
pastfJrW  aTSnSrostration  and  education  at  from  Delta  State  University 
First  Church,  Biloxi,  will  replace  Larry  and  a  bachelor  of“ science 


Boydstun  holds  a  mas¬ 
ter  of  arts  in  religious 
education  from 

Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth,  and  a 
bachelor  of  arts  in  educa¬ 
tional  psychology  from 
Mississippi  State 

University.  She  will 
begin  her  new  duties  on 
January  1. 

"Angie  Boydstun  has 
a  heart  for  building  disci¬ 
ples  to  minister  to  chil¬ 
dren.  She  radiates  with 
love  for  children,  their 
parents,  and  the  possibili¬ 


ties  for  meeting  their 
leeds,"  said  Kiely  D.  Young,  director  of 
he  MBCB  Sunday  School  Department. 
We  are  blessed  to  have  a  lady  of  her 
xpertise...  to  join  our  team." 

In  other  business,  the  Executive 

offering 
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tin  our  team. 


1  have  two 

lildren.  He  Committee  authorized  a  si 

_ _ „ _ _ _  _ 0 _ _  r _ ¥ _ January  1.  for  Mississippi  Baptists' M 

n  to  serve  as  consultant  for  preschool  "Wayne  Pinkerton's  ministry  and  Missing  to  coincide  with  the  January 
d  children  id  the  MBCB  Sunday  work  experiences  are  well-suited  to  anniversary  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  s 
hool  Department.  She  replaces  Linda  match  the  demands  of  this  position,"  said  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  decision  that  legalized 
eves,  who  retired  after  nearly  17  years  Barri  A.  Shirley,  MBCB  associate  execu-  abortion  nationwide  throughout  the  nine 
th  the  convention  board.  five  director  for  business  services.  "Iam  months  of  pregnancy. 

Pinkerton  served  First  Church,  Biloxi,  for  confident  that  he  is  uniquely  qualified  to  The  Memorial  to  the  Missing,  located 
years.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  church  not  only  meet,  but  also  exceed  expecta-  on  the  grounds  of  the  Baptist  Building  in 
rrunistrator,  education  minister,  and  tions  for  this  area  of  our  ministry."  Jackson,  is  a  large,  custom-built  contain- 

uth  minister  at  First  Church,  Greenville,  Boydstun  went  to  Pinelake  Church  in  er  designed  to  hold  50  million  pennies  — 
*n  1990-01.  He  was  teacher,  coach,  and  2004  from  a  similar  position  at  First  one  penny  for  each  abortion  that  has 
admaster  at  Sharkey-Issaquena  Church,  Jackson,  where  she  served  from  taken  place  in  America  since  the  Roe  v. 
adetny  in  Rolling  Fork  from  1981-90;  1997-04.  Wade  decision. 

admaster  at  Winona  Academy  in  Winona  Prior  to  that,  she  was  minister  of  Jimmy  Porter;  executive  director  of  the 
wn  1987-89;  and  principal  at  Hillcrest  childhood  education  at  First  Church,  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
ademy  in  Jackson  from  1966-87.  Hattiesburg  from  1993-97,  and  minister  Commission,  said  more  details  on  the  spe- 

Pinkerton  also  played  shortstop  in  the  of  childhood  education  at  First  Church,  dal  offering  will  be  forthcoming  as  planning 
xas  Rangers  organization  from  1975-80.  Cabot,  Ar.,  from  1992-93.  is  completed  over  the  next  several  weeks. 


Mr 


Miss.  CP  rises  in  November 


SBC  CP  up  for  month,  year 


SHYILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  November  contributions  through  die  Southern 
it  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  totaled  $15,770,935,  or  2.7%,  Higher  than  the 
8,956  given  the  previous  month  and  5.7%,  or  $854,82/  above  the 
6,106  received  in  November  2005.  As  of  Nov.  30,  2006,  the  year-to-date 
if  $31,129,891  for  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  missions  is  $327,140  ahead 
i  $30302,750  received  at  the  same  point  in  2005.  Designated  giving  of 
,078  for  die  same  year-to-date  period  is  3.9%,  or  $271,680,  below  gifts  of 
t.758  received  at  this  point  last  year.  The  $3,758,206  in  designated  gifts 
ed  last  month  is  $391,698  above  the  $3,366310  received  in  November 
an  increase  of  11.6%.  For  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program  Allocation 
*  the  year-to-date  total  of  $31,129,891.03  is  953%  of  the  $32,658,070 
Med  to  support  Southern  Baptist  ministries  globally  and  across  North 
lea.  The  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern  Baptists'  method  of  support- 
lissions  and  ministry  efforts  of  state  and  regional  conventions  ana  die 


Remember  the  martyrs,  always 


Husband  and  father  Mark  Stevens 
was  not  injured  in  the  explosion. 

At  least  20  other  people  were  killed 
and  144  more  people  injured  by  the 
bomb,  which  detonated  inside  a  bus 
shelter  crowded  with  people  trying  to 
escape  a  downpour. 

Family  friend  Ed  Gregory,  mis¬ 
sions  team  leader  for  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  Iowa,  described  Bill 
Hyde  as  a  spirited  missionary  who 
"kept  retraining,  fulfilling  different 
roles,  teaching,  church  planting.  He 
was  constantly  developing  Filipino 
pastors,  helping  them  get  new  work 
started,  ana  then  mentoring  them  in 
their  roles." 

The  losses  of  these  great  men  and 
women  are  only  the  most  recent  in  a 
long  string  of  Southern  Baptist  mar¬ 
tyrs  dating  back  to  1861  (see  article 
below),  but  even  through  such 
tragedy  and  upheaval  we  press 
£nward  toward  tne  prize. 

During  this  war  against  terrorism 
in  the  midst  of  which  we  currently 
find  ourselves,  national  political 
leaders  are  quick  to  remind  us  that 
the  battle  will  be  long  and  hard- 
fought,  that  those  who  Tall  in  battle 
will  be  many,  and  that  the  cause  will 

• . »  •  »*  .i  .i  ■ 


The  year  2006  brought  many 
great  advances  in  the  quest  to 
fulfill  our  Lord's  Great 
Commission  (Matthew  28:18-20). 
Opportunities  that  existed  only  in 
dreams  a  few  years  ago  all  of  a  sud¬ 
den  became  reality. 

Doors  opened  that  had  been  closed 
for  decades.  The  eyes,  ears,  and  hearts 
of  so  many  people  were  tuned  to  hear 
ana  understand  the  Gospel 

■  message,  that  it  seemed  die 
whole  world  was  yearning  to 
know.  More  Mississippi 
Baptists  than  ever  went  to 
more  places  to  witness  to 
more  people  than  anyone 
could  have  imagined,  and  the 
missions  tempo  is  quickening 
as  we  look  forward  to  2007. 

Before  we  direct  our 
prayers  and  our  resources  to 
the  future  and  its  enormous 
potential,  however  we  should 
take  a  moment  to  give  God  die 
for  the  victories  gained 
s  service  during  2006  — 
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■  ultimately  be  worth  the  steep  price 
we  are  now  paying. 

The  same  can  be  said  of  the  spiri¬ 
tual  warfare  that  rages  all  arouna  us. 
The  battle  that  Christians  have  been 
fighting  for  2,000  years  has  also  been 
long  and  hard-fought,  and  the  casualties 
have  been  high.  However,  we  already 
know  the  great  victory  is  ours. 

May  we  walk  bolaly  in  the  big  foot- 

firints  left  by  the  martyrs,  and  may  we 
ift  high  the  Danner  for  which  they  died, 
ood  demands  no  less  from  us, 
>le  privileged  to  be  called  by  the 
iristian. 


be  killed  m  the  line  of  duty.  They  were 

researching  humanitarian  projects  in  ically  wounded  but  has  recovered  and 
northern  Iraq  near  Mosul  when  a  vehicle  returned  to  the  mission  field, 
pulled  alongside  their  vehicle  and  the  While  Southern  Baptists  were  still 
occupants  opened  fire  with  automatic  reeling  from  the  Jibla  tragedy,  mission- 
weapons.  McDonnalTs  wife  Carrie  was  ary  William  P.  "Bill"  Hyde  was  killed 
critically  injured  but  survived  the  ambush,  and  another  missionary  and  her  two 
A  few  short  hours  before  2003  children  seriously  injured  when  a  terror- 
dawned,  three  Southern  Baptist  mission-  ist  bomb  exploded  at  the  airport  at 
aries  lost  their  lives  and  a  fourth  mission-  Davao  City  in  the  Philippines, 
ary  was  wounded  at  Jibla  Baptist  Hyde  was  at  the  aiirort  to  pick  up  the  the  pi 

Hospital  in  Jibla,  Yemen.  Surgeon  Martha  Stevens  family.  Southern  Baptist  mis-  name 

Myers,  hospital  administrator  Bill  Koehn,  sionaries  who  were  returning  from  a 
and  supply  manager  Kathleen  Gariety  short  vacation.  Barbara  Stevens  was 

were  murdered  by  a  Muslim  extremist  as  injured  in  the  blast,  as  were  her  daughter  Updated  and  expanded  from  an  editorial 
they  went  about  their  normal  hospital  Sarah,  age  four  at  the  time,  and  son  that  originally  appeared  in  the  December  18, 

duties.  Pharmacist  Don  Caswell  was  crit-  Nathan,  10  months  old  at  the  time.  2003,  edition  of  Tne  Baptist  Record. 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  Jibla,  Yemen.  Murdered  by  a  Shot  dead  during  an  alterca-  •  January  1942  —  Rufas  F. 
—  Southern  Baptist  workers,  Muslim  extremist.  tion  following  a  minor  auto-  Gray,  working  in  China.  Died 

by  die  very  nature  of  their  mobile  accident.  in  Japanese  camphor  war  pris- 

daily  life  and  ministry  in  •  April  21,1998— Charles  W.  .  oners  in  Baguio,  Philippines, 

communities  throughout  the  Hood  Jt,  working  in  Colombia,  •  June  15, 1978  —  Archie  G. 

world,  have  always  lived  South  America.  Snot  to  death  hi  Dunaway  Jr.,  working  in  •  December  1880  —  John 

with  a  measure  of  danger  his  front  yard  by  robbers.  Rhodesia.  Killed  by  guerrillas-  Westrup,  working  in  Mexico, 

during  the  158-year  history  seeking  an  African-majority  Murdered  by  banaof  20  Indians 

of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  •  March  23,  1995  —  Chu  government  in  the  white-  and  Mexicans  while  traveling 
and  its  successor,  the  Hon  and  Kei  Yi,  Khabarovsk,  ruled,  former  British  colony.  from  Suita  Rosa  to  Monterey. 
International  Mission  Board.  working  in  Russia.  Murdered 

Remaricabty  howevec  only  25  in  their  lodced  apartment.  •  March  11, 1973  —  Gladys  •  October  1,  1861  —  J. 

workers  among  the  many  thou-  Hopewell,  working  in  Taiwan.  Landrum  Holmes,  working  in 

sands  sent  outhave  been  killed  •  March  27, 1991  —  Lynda  No  details  of  her  murder  were  China.  Murdered  while 
an  the  mission  field  in  violent  cir-  Bethea,  working  in  Kenya,  available.  attempting  to  dissuade  invaders 

cumstances  since  1845.  They  are:  Beaten  to  death  by  highway  from  attacking  the  village  of 

robbers  near  Kijabe,  Kenya.  •  January  16, 1972  —  Mavis  Chu  Kia  on  Shantung  Peninsula 

•  March  15, 2004  —  Larry  T.  Her  husband  Larry  was  also  Pate,  working  in  the  Gaza  area  during  the  Taiping  Rebellion. 

Elliott,  Jean  Dover  Elliott  brutally  beaten  but  survived,  of  the  Middle  East  Shot  by 

David  E.  McDonnalL  and  Arab  guerrillas  in  ambush  as  Additionally,  40  Southern 

Karen  Wrtson.  Ambushed  and  •  October  24590  —  Mary  she  drove  near  a  refugee  camp.  Baptist  workers  have  been  killed 

shot  to  death  near  Mosul,  Iraq,  Anna  Gfibert  working  in  China.  in  accidents  during  the  history 

while  researching  humanitan-  Killed  in  crash  of  hijacked  •  July  7, 1971  —  Paul  E  and  of  1MB  and  FME  and  many 
an  projects.  Chinese  jetliner  in  Guangzhou,  Nai*y  Potter,  working  in  die  more  workers  have  been  victims 

China  (teacher  with  Cooperative  Dominican  Republic.  No  details  of  kidnappings,  assaults,  car- 

•  March  4,  2003  —  Bill  Services  International).  of  their  murders  were  available,  jackings,  and  other  major 

Hyde,  working  in  Philippines.  crimes.  A  total  of  18  deaths  — 

Killed  by  a  terrorist  bomb  •  November  26,  1986  —  •  February  10,  1951  —  including  12  in  China  —  were 

planted  at  Davao  City  Airport  Libby  Sentet  working  in  William  L.  Wallace,  working  in  reported  prior  to  1937  but  with- 

Liberia.  Murdered  along  with  China,  died  in  communist  out  a  listed  cause  of  death. 

•  December  30,  2002  —  her  daughter  Rachel.  prison.  Many  people  familiar  - 

Bill  Koehn,  Martha  Myers,  with  Wallaces  case  believe  the  Source:  International  Mission 

and  Kathy  Gariety,  working  •  October  11, 1985  —  James*  physician  was  tortured  to  death  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

at  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in  Philpot,  working  in  Mexico,  by  the  Communist  Chinese.  Conventon,  Richmond,  Va. 


Far-flung  people  group  focus  of  mission 


SENEGAL,  West  Africa  — 
Tom  Smith  sometimes  gets  dis¬ 
couraged,  and  he  s  not 
ashamed  to  admit  it.  As  a  mis¬ 
sionary  strategy  coordinator, 
Tom  and  his  wife  Shirley  face 

.1  •  i  it  ••  +  i 
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MAKING  FRIENDS  —  A  Futa  Toro  man  (center)  prepares  tea  for  missionary  Tom  Smith.  Called  "Ataaya"  in 
Senegal  and  by  various  names  in  other  African  countries,  the  tea  is  served  in  three  rounds,  each  sweeter  than 
the  next  The  tradition  is  meant  to  symbolize  the  deepening  erf  friendship.  (IMB  photo) 


Rick  Warren,  pastor  of  one  of  the  fastest-growing  churches  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  turns  down  an  invitation  hr  become  the 
first  president  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board. 


Royal  Ambassadors  of  Second  Avenue  Church,  Laurel,  sell  loaves  of 
homemade  bread  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering.  The  group  rais¬ 
es  over  $200  to  contribute  toward  the  church's  goal  of  $6,000. 


Latest  estimates  show  that  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  Schools  will  reach  a 
record  high  in  1946  with  3,750  373  enrolled  —  a  gain  of  225,063  for  the  year. 
Training  Union  enrollment  climbed  99,141  during  the  year  to  reach  802,473. 
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FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
STAINWAY  PIANO:  UPRIGHT  — 
model  1098;  ebony;  1  owner;  purchased 
1998;  >10,000,  (601 )  982-4906. 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair. 
Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 

call  (800)  368-2705. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CROSSETT, 
Arkansas,  is  seeking  a  full-time  children's 
minister.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  701 
Main  Street,  Crossed,  AR  71635. 
CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  CENTS 
interstate,  3.9  cents  in  stale.  No  monthly 


service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowepnyphonebill.com/haroldtt. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY;  FREE  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601  >  776-661 7. _ 

SC  BREN'S  SIDING,  IACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
Insurance  Too  Expensive!  Call  E.F. 
Hutton  Insurance  today  . . .  We  Can  Help! 

Toll-free  (877)  232-0686. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair. 


GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  BATH, 
full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park¬ 
way,  $65  nite.  Call  for  information  at 
(251)  666-2175  or  (251)  689-9982  or 

pdfw#woddnet.attnet. _ 

PIANO,  GRAND  KNABE,  6T  EBONY, 
PDS  disc  system  with  record,  modu¬ 


late.  orchestra.  Superb  action  and  tone. 
Absolutely  new  condition.  A  $17,000 
value  at  $11,900.  Call  Mike  at  (601) 

267-8480,  negotiable. _ _ 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO: 
street  level,  2  BR/2  bath,  sleeps  6.  No 
smoking,  or  no  pets,  comfortable,  fami¬ 
ly  environment.  Please  call  after  4:30 
p.m.  Weekdays,  (662)  746-6702. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(662)  455-6743. _ _ 

VALLEY  VIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
of  Cleveland,  Tenn„  is  seeking  a  full 
time  pastor.  We  have  a  blended  style 
of  worship  with  110-120  attending 
our  Sunday  morning  service.  Send 
resume  with  references  to  Valley 
View  Baptist  Church,  4657  Spring 
Place  Rd.  SE.  Cleveland.  TN  37323 
Attn:  Bill  Morrison  or  Email 

tballew61  ©hotmail.com. 

-  -  (•  —  - 


PROVIDENCE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

layess,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
music  director.  Contact  pastor  Ron 

Satterwhite  at  (60U  823-0358.  _ 

NORTHCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Meridian,  Miss.,  accepting  resumes  for  a 
minister  of  youth.  Send  to  Northcrest 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  3159, 

Meridian,  MS  39303. _ _ 

WOOLMARKET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
in  Biloxi.  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  This  is  a  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  the  church 
office  at  attn:  personnel  committee, 
1 2816  Lorraine  Road,  Biloxi,  MS  39532. 
AUBURN  BAPTIST  CHRUCH  TUPELO, 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  Minister  of 
Childrervfafucation.  All  applicants  please 
submit  resume  to  Auburn  Baptist  Church 
11 38  Road  931  Tupelo,  MS  18804 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  in  the 

Collins,  Miss.  area.  A  BA  is  preferred. 

Contact  )o  Lyn  at  (601 )  765-8033.  _ 

HEBRON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 
Meridian,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
Minister  of  Music  and  Youth.  Please 
mail  resumes  to:  Hebron  Baptist 
Church,  4795  ,-Vmwille  Causeyville 
Road.  Meridian,  MS  39301  or  email  at 
hebronbap«ist#bellsouth.net. 

THE  METRO  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
is  seeking  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Associational  Missions  Director.  Metro 
Association  comprises  Hinds  and 
Madison  counties.  MBA  has  82  churches 
and  over  70,000  members.  Resumes 
may  be  sent  to:  Search  Committee;  6530 
Dogwood  View  Parkway;  Jackson,  MS 
39213.  Deadline  for  receiving  resumes 
is  March  1,  2007. 


\!S  |*(  )s|  1 1(  )\s 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  follounng  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  oum  woras: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  ar\d  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(1  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (/ 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  ivho 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12 ) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


fortune  “Right  Deal’ 


Right 
iren  B 


on  a  Church  Bus  ... 

Call  Bill  Clark 
601-750-2364  or  601-992-4149 


Rite  Way  Bus  Sales 

206V  Hwy  49  South.  Florence.  MS  39073 


It's  the  Most  Wonderful 
Time  of  the  Year 

Indulge  me  for  just  a  moment 
and  let  me  sing  for  you.  If  you 
want  to  you  can  hum  along  with 
me  ’'It's  the  most  wonderful 
time  cf  the  year  ...  "  Well,  that  is 
what  the  song  says  about 
Christmas.  It  is  not  a  hymn.  It  is 
not  even  a  Christmas  Carol.  It  is 
just  a  sweet  Christmas  song  that 
reminds  us  that  it  is  the  most 
wonderful  time  of  the  year.  The 
fact  is  that  in  spite  of  commer¬ 
cialism  and  atheism  or  even 
apathy  or  gluttony  it  still  well 
may  be  true  that  this  is  the  most 
wonderful  time  of  the  year.  It  is 
the  sights,  sounds,  efforts  at 
being  nice,  and  the  friendliness 
even  from  some  of  the  store 
clerks  after  they  have  had  a  hard 
day  of  putting  up  with  folks  like 
us.  It  is  not  often  that  a  fellow 
can  walk  down  the  street 
singing  Joy  to  the  World  with¬ 
out  being  looked  at  as  though 
the  mental  health  authorities 
need  to  be  contacted. 

It  is  the  most  wonderful  time 
of  the  year  because  like  it  or  not 
the  world  moves  to  a  different 
pace  with  a  different  sound  and 
sway  because  God's  Son  clothed 
Himself  in  human  flesh  and 
came  to  live  with  us,  love  us, 
and  die  for  our  sins.  With  that 
said  I  recognize  that  many  of  us 
have  the  nght  and  the  reason  to 
argue  the  case  against  this  being 
the  most  wonderful  time  of  the 
year.  It  may  not  seem  wonderful 
to  you.  To  be  perfectly  honest,  to 
the  very  first  Christmas  it  did 
not  seem  to  be  the  most  won¬ 
derful  time  of  die  year  either 
because  of  the  disruptions. 

Just  think  about  it.  Virtually 
everybody  in  the  Christmas 
story  is  experiencing  disrup¬ 
tions  in  their  lives.  Mary  and 
Joseph  were  expecting  a  child 
and  traveling  a  great  distance 
from  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem 
only  to  find  out  that  there  is 
nowhere  to  stay  and  it  is  time 
for  the  child  to  be  bom.  Can  you 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


imagine  the  anxiety,  uncertainty, 
and  emotional  trauma  that 
Joseph  must  have  been  feeling 
as  he  tried  to  deal  with  a  young 
wife  who  is  struggling  with  the 
pains,  uncertainties,  and  ques¬ 
tions  of  child  birth?  What? 
When?  How?  Where?  Neither 
Mary  nor  Joseph  had  the 
answers.  No  doubt  there  are 
many  of  you  who  have  experi¬ 
enced  disruptions  in  your  life 
and  possibly  in  the  events  of  this 
week.  You  have  wondered 
what,  when,  where,  and  how, 
only  to  find  there  were  no  easy, 
ready  answers  available,  but 
you  pressed  on  trusting  God. 
Huge  disruptions  come  our 
way  and  yours  may  have  been 
named  cancer,  Katnna,  fired,  or 
death.  You  have  wondered  how 
you  will  deal  with  it.  My  singing 
m  your  ear  —  “It’s  the  most  won¬ 
derful  time  of  year  ...  "  —  does 
not  change  your  circumstances 
and  seems  to  have  an  empty 
ring  to  it  until  you  see 
Christmas  with  its  disruptions 
in  its  true  light.  Mary  and 
Joseph  faced  the  future  trusting 
Goa.  They  were  away  from 
home  and  family,  but  they  were 
not  away  from  die  protective 
hand  of  God.  Disrupted  by  the 
government  and  their  own  per¬ 
sonal  circumstances  they  found 
God  at  work  in  incredible  ways. 

I  have  thought  so  many  times 
of  something  1  read  decades 
ago.  A  writer  suggested  that  you 
take  the  word  disappointment 
and  change  the  "dr  to  an  "h" 
and  see  His  appointment. 
People  of  faith  seem  to  have  an 
unusual  and  glorious  way  of 
seeing  the  world  not  just  filled 


with  disappointments  but,  as 
with  Mary  and  Joseph,  seeing 
His  appointments. 

For  others  it  is  not  the  won¬ 
derful  time  of  the  year  because  of 
those  things  that  are  corruptive.  I 
am  speaking  here  of  our  sins  that 
are  always  poisonous,  corroding, 
and  ultimately  deadly.  If  you 
study  the  Christmas  story  in 
Scripture,  you  cannot  help  but 
pause  and  reflect  on  the  strug¬ 
gles  that  are  taking  place  in  King 
Herod's  life.  He  heard  that 
another  king  had  been  bom,  so 
deceptively  ne  tries  to  find  out 
whom  and  where  He  is  and  pre¬ 
tends  that  he  desires  to  worship 
Him.  In  fact  Herod  was  afraid 
that  a  new  ruler  would  challenge 
his  own  reign,  his  own  thought 
process,  and  his  own  control. 
That  is  the  nature  of  any  and  all 
sin.  We  want  to  step  in  and  have 
our  way  as  opposed  to  God's 
way.  From  taking  the  fruit  in  the 
garden  of  Eden  to  the  latest  deci¬ 
sion  making  process  in  our  own 
hearts,  we  can  allow  self  to  rule 
our  will  and  to  dominate,  but  it  is 
always  to  our  detriment.  Sin  and 
its  residue  always  corrupt. 
Occasionally,  you  will  hear 
someone  talk  about  secret  sins. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  think  that 
they  are  not  so  bad  because  they 
are  not  known  and  they  are  just 
kept  under  wraps.  But  all  sin 
whether  quietly  committed  or  on 
a  huge  public  stage  brings  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  it  cannot  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  That  is  why,  like  Herod,  you 
cannot  live  deceptively  ancf  be 
happy.  Your  heart  cannot  be 
filled  with  bitterness  and  hate 
and  experience  joy.  Sin  and  its 
corruptive  nature  can  make  the 


sound  of  —  “It's  the  most  wonder¬ 
ful  time  of  die  year  ..."  —  seem 
trite  and  evenstupid.  The  very 
first  announcement  of  Jesus' 
coming  revealed  that  "His  name 
would  be  Jesus  for  He  would 
save  His  people  from  their  sins." 
He  alone  can  make  it  the  most 
wonderful  time  of  the  year. 

A  final  thought  is  that  it  may 
not  seem  like  me  most  wonder¬ 
ful  time  of  the  year  because  of 
eruptions.  Out  on  the  hillsides 
of  Judea  shepherds  were  watch¬ 
ing  their  flocks  and  then  angels 
appeared.  Soon  their  announce¬ 
ment  erupted  into  a  chorus  of 

E raise  and  it  seemed  that  all  of 
eaven  would  join  in  singing  — 
" Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and 
on  earth  peace  good  will  to  men. " 
You  do  remember  though  that 
Scripture  says  they  were  afraid 
as  though  Heaven  doing  some¬ 
thing  completely  wonderful  in 
their  midst  was  not  a  good 
thing.  Here  is  an  interesting 
thing  about  the  eruption.  They 
interpreted  it  as  a  bad  and 
frightening  experience  while  it 
was  actuaUy  a  good  and  glori¬ 
ous  event.  At  Christmas  and 
throughout  the  year  it  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  watcn  us  mortals 
struggle  with  God  doing  some¬ 
thing  around  us  using  people  in 
new  and  different  ways  and 
bringing  us  into  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  expressions  pf  praise  to  Him 
that  we  may  not  recognize  or 
feel  comfortable.  It  can  be  a 
message  or  a  mission  effort,  a 
song  or  some  new  instrument 
and  we  forget  that  God  is  bigger 
than  all  of  those  things  —  and, 
in  fact.  He  can  be  working 
through  the  very  things  from 
which  we  recoil.  All  of  which 
brings  me  to  say,  or  even  better, 
let  me  just  sing  it  for  you  one 
more  time.  “It's  the  most  ivonder- 
ful  time  of  the  year  ...  "for  when 
Jesus  remains  the  central  and 
constant  focus  of  your  life  that 
simple  song  is  always  true. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutralQmbcb.org. 
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bad  always  happened  on  Tuesday.  Not  They  are  proud, 
necessarily  disastrous,  just  bad.  assertive  and  over- 
Something  distracting  or  debilitating  whelmingly  Muslim, 
enough  to  make  it  hard  for  Elliott  and  Fewer  than  100  Wolof 
Pat  Nichols  to  get  to  the  village.  believers  follow  Jesus 

Tuesdays  were  the  days  the  Southern  as  Lord. 

Baptist  missionary  couple  had  set  aside  Even  on  days  when 
to  drive  from  the  town  where  they  live  Elliott  and  Pat  shared 
in  northern  Senegal  to  a  Wolof  (WUH-  the  stories  in  the  chief's 
luf)  village  in  he  area.  The  village  chief  bustling  courtyard  with 
had  given  them  permission  to  come  no  apparent  problems, 
every  week  for  a  year  to  teach  52  it  often  seemed  no  one 
chronological  Bible  stories.  Each  story  was  listening,  much  less 
builds  on  the  previous  one,  bride  by  learning  he  stories  to 
bride,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  God's  sal-  share  with  other  Wolof. 
vation  from  Genesis  to  Revelation.  Villagers  came  one 

When  each  Tuesday  rolled  around,  week  and  asked  lots  of 
either  Elliott  or  Pat  -  or  boh  -  would  questions,  then  disap- 
wake  up  with  sore  shoulders,  splitting  Poured  for  weeks  after, 
headaches,  or  aching  stomachs.  Children  ran  around 

"I  have  gotten  out  to  the  village  and  laughing  and  playing, 
been  so  side  I  actually  had  to  lie  down  “Some  days  I  was  mink- 
on  he  ground,"  Pat  says.  ing,  'Why  do  we  even 

Sometimes  they  would  lie  inside  boher?*"  Elliott  admits, 
heir  home,  a  former  Islamic  school.  One  day  during  a 

K fighting  a  paralyzing  exhaustion  hat  review  of  key  stories,  a 
ssed  down  upon  mem  like  he  fever  Wolof  man  made  several 
t  of  Senegal.  mistakes  as  he  recounted 

Other  times,  mechanical  problems  names  and  events.  No 
would  cripple  their  truck's  engine  dur-  surprise  there, 
ing  the  drive  to  the  village.  If  hey  turned  *(l)n  every  detail 
back  for  home,  he  engine  would  begin  hat  wasn't  correct  the 
running  smoothly.  If  they  wheeled  women  would  correct 
around  in  the  direction  of  he  village,  the  him  as  he  was  telling 
engine  problems  would  start  again.  the  stories,"  Elliott  says. 


1.  Sturgis  Church,  Sturgis, 
held  a  Harvest  Festival 
Oct.  29.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

2.  New  Prospect  Church, 
Leake  County,  recently 
recognized  Vera  Moore  for 
46  years  of  service  as 
church  clerk  and  treasurer 
with  a  plaque  and  flowers. 
Shown  are  Moore  and 
Willie  Bishop,  pastor 


3.  New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  recently  recog¬ 
nized  those  with  perfect 
attendance  in  -  .Sunday 
School  the  past- '‘church 
year  B.B.  Stringer,  51  wars; 
pastor  Tim  Parker;  Jimmy 
Thomas.  37  years;  Nancy 
Thomas,  22  years;  Dillon 
Smith,  2  years;  Sherrell 
Magee.  2$  years;  Anna 
Claire  Rowell,  1  year; 
Howard  Bennett.  1  year; 
Chase  Clark.  10  years; 
Shelia  Stringer,  1  year  and 
Samantha  Graves.'  1  vear. 


4.  Center  Terrace  Church, 
Canton,  recently  collected 
107  Christmas  boxes  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child. 
Shown  are  lennie  Sullivan 
and  Susie  Lambert.  Dannv 
Berrv.  pastor. 

5.  Calvary  Church,  Forest, 

ordained  H.P.  Foster  as 
deacon  Sept.  9.  Shown  are 
Foster,  Charlene  Foster,  and 
pastor  Rusty  Walton. 


6.  Calvary  Church,  Smith- 
dale  and  New  Zion 
Church,  Liberty,  ordained 
Gerald  Wicker  to  the  gospel 
ministry'  Nov.  26.  Shown 
are  David  Luce.  Wicker, 
and  Maurice  Wicker. 


7.  The  WML  of  Hebron 
Church,  Smithdale,  packed 
60  Christmas  shoe  boxes  for 
Samaritan’s  Purse  Nov.'  7. 
Shown  are  Howard  Conner, 
Dianne  Wallace.  Marv 
Conner,  Phyllis  Alford, 
Wilda  Butler.  Jeannine 
Dixon,  and  Maude  Parker. 


8.  First  Church,  Jackson,  is 
sponsoring  GriefShare,  a 
weekly  seminar  /support 
group  for  people  grieving 
the  death  of  someone 
dose.  It  will  be  held  on 
Sundays,  5-7  p.m.,  Jan. 
21-May  27.  Far  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)949-1907. 


flMBF 


THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 


Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  P.  O.  Box  530.  lackson.  MS  39205  or  call  800- 7<S-1652  or  601-292-3210. 


ne  Saturday  after 


Alyssa  to  any  great  extent  Rather 
than  rebutting  his  challenge,  she 
simply  said  *111  break  these  sticks 
and  then  Ill  have  more.*  After 
breaking  the  few  small  sticks  she 
already  had  gathered  she  hollered 
'Look  at  all  my  sticks,  Daddy!' 

As  1  reflea  on  that  stick-gather¬ 
ing  campaign  with  my  children,  I 
am  reminded  of  lesus'  instructions 
to  'store  up  for  yourselves  treas¬ 
ures  in  heaven'  rather  than  on 


^  ago,  1  sought  to 
supervise  my  three  children  in  a 
little  yard  work.  The  first  task  was 
to  pick  up  all  the  sticks  in  the 

■  back  yard  prior 
to  mowing  the 
lawn.  The  pres- 
ence  of  several  1  ^  y 


afforded  us  the 


MBF  opportunity  to  pick  up  sticks  on  a  earth,  since  'where  your  treasure  is,  there  your  heart  will 

regular  basis.  In  order  to  provide  an  adequate  picture  be  also.”  My  young  daughter  was  doing  her  pan  to 
of  our  workday,  1  must  mention  that  kids  (perhaps  accomplish  the  task  assigned  to  her  by  her  father. 

Hall  kids  specifically)  often  compare  the  amount  of  In  my  role  as  Executive  Direaor  of  the  Mississippi 
work  that  they  are  accomplishing  with  the  amount  of  Baptist  Foundation.  I  have  had  the  unique  and  wonder- 

r  r' 

work  that  someone  else  is  accomplishing.  ful  privilege  of  meeting  scores  of  Mississippi  Baptists 

Everyone  approached  the  task  in  earnest  Invariably,  whose  pattern  of  Christian  stewardship  encompasses 

.  ..  4 

however;  my  kids  began  comparing  their  efforts  with  the  every  aspea  of  life.  These  folks  encourage  me  personally 
efforts  of  their  siblings.  Alyssa  (then  5  1/2  years  old)  was  as  they  promote  Kingdom  ministries  with  their  time,  tal- 
piddng  up  a  few  small  sticks  here-and-there,  while  Dan  ent&  and  other  resources.  As  such,  they  are  storing  up 
and  Drew  were  striving  to  pick  up  the  "biggest  and  most'  heavenly  treasures  through  the  sticks  that  are  available  to 

«a_ .  -  , 

sticks.  Having  noticed  Alyssa's  progress*  Drew  stopped  them  while  on  earth.  This  MBF  newsletter  outlines  sev- 
woridng  and  declared  matter-of-faedy.  'Alyssa,  you  can  era!  important  'sticks'  that  are  available  to  assist 
pick  up  more  than  one  or  two  sticks  at  a  time!'  Hisobser-  Christians  accomplish  their  estate  and  stewardship  goals 
vatipn  and  brotherly  chastisement  didn't  seem  to  faze  while  preparing  Cor  the  future  with  a  heavenly  focus. 


Last  Will  and  Testament:  An  Overlooked  Stick 


young  children,  disadvantaged  children, 
adult  children,  and/or  grandchildren; 


~t  —  f  ne  very  important  stick  for 
storing  up  heavenly  treasures 
a  Last  ( 

In  a  nutshell,  a  Will  is  a  legal 

document  that  'speaks'  for  ^  L  *  •  ;  :!*"  ’  *  ; 

»  -■-*  you  after  the  Lord  has  called  **'<&* *  £*?*,  **$ j 

you  heavenward  into  higher  service  with 
only  does  this  document 
an  individual  the  opportunity  to  present 
or  her  wishes,  or  respect  to 

disposition  of  their  possessions  such  as  ■  -  -  .  -  »  —  t  -  _p-  _■ - 

guardians,  families,  children,  and  charitable 

giving  also  may  be  addressed.  enced  by  loved  ones.  In  addition,  person- 

Unfbrtunatdy,  however;  many  people  die  al  possessions  may  be  subject  to  distribu- 
without  a  valid  Last  Will  and  Testament  tion  according  to  impersonal  laws  and 
Some  estimates  suggest  that  70%  of  the  statutes.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  Since  1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
more  than  two  million  Americans  who  die  establishment  of  a  Will  has  several  advan-  Foundation  has  assisted  individuals 
annually  do  not  have  a  Will.  In  other  words,  tages.  This  document  permits  us  to:  with  charitable  estate  planning.  If  you 

these  individuals  failed  to  get  their  'ducks  need  to  get  your  'ducks  in  a  row'  by 

in  a  row'  regarding  their  estate  plans  and  •  Control  our  lifetime  accumulation  of  protecting  your  loved  ones  and  includ- 
philanthropic  interests.  personal  property  by  passing  these  assets  ing  a  charitable  component  in  your  Last 

When  a  person  dies  without  a  valid  to  family  friends,  charity,  and  ministry;  Will  and  Testament,  please  call  the 
Last  Will  and  Testament,  emotional  dis-  .Foundation  office  at  (601)  292-3210. 

tress  and  unnecessary  expense  are  among  •  Faithfully  carry  out  our  responsibility  to  Remember,  when  yon  need  a  will,  it 
the  host  of  painful  consequences  experi-  care  for  our  surviving  spouse,  parents,  is  too  late  to  write  a  will. 


•  Make  specific  bequests  of  tangible  prop¬ 
erty  and  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the 
remaining  assets  after  all  expenses  and 
bequests  have  been  paid; 


Charitable  Endowment  Trust:  A  Stick  for  Outright  Gifts 


ax  and  Susan  Draughn  of  Madison  recognized  the  M 

blessings  of  setting  up  an  endowment  through 
an  outright  gift  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

young  couples  today,  BBbE 

the  Draughns  are  busy.  'My  husband  and  1  ™  tv**1' v  '  « •  ‘  *  54  1 

wanted  to  make  an  endowment  gift  to  our  church's  preschool  . '  t  »  •  V  *  '  ",  L 

ministry,  but  we  also  knew  we  didn't  have  the  time  to  deal  with  ’l*  (  t  ’  ,  ,  , 

managing  the  investment  on  a  day  to  day  basis.  That's  where  p  ’  ! ", ,,  ",  , ,  * 

the  Baptist  Foundation  came  in,"  said  Susan. 'With  three  young  !  .  *,  ",  V .  < rf 

boys,  we  don't  have  lots  of  free  time.  Having  the  professional  Ur&  f  *  ACr.  * '<*'*•  > 

planned  giving  services  from  the  Baptist  Foundation  was  just  .  V  «  ^*1 

what  we  needed,' she  added.  SmS'VV  '  «  ,*  '!  b’.V 

Susan  and  Max  wanted  to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the 
Broadmoor  Baptist  'As  an 

accountant,  I  was  comfortable  with  the  people  at  the  Baptist 
Foundation.  I  knew  what  their  investment  strategies  were  and 

that  they  would  stay  true  to  them,*  said  Susan.  endowment's  earnings,  many  of  these  gifts  have  been  offered 

Because  the  Draughns  were  pleased  with  the  work  and  min-  as  a  memorial  to  a  deceased  family  member, 
istry  of  the  MBF,  they  established  an  additional  trust  in  memory  Baptist  causes  that  could  benefit  from  an  endowed  trust 
of  Max's  mother.  Concerning  their  experience  with  the  include  the  Baptist  Children's  Village,  Baptist  Colleges,  the 
Foundation,  Max  and  Susan  stated,  “We're  happy  with  the  per-  Cooperative  Program,  local  churches  or  associations  of 
formance  of  our  investments  and  we  have  a  good  relationship  churches.  Southern  Baptist  mission  boards.  Women's 
with  the  good  people  at  the  Foundation.'  Missionary  Union,  and  Southern  Baptist  seminaries.  The 

The  'stick'  of  a  charitable  endowment  has  afforded  hun-  Foundation  oversees  numerous  trust  funds  that  provide  schol- 
dreds  of  individuals  the  opportunity  to  store  up  heavenly  arships  for  students  attending  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or 
treasures  through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  In  addi-  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  Please  contact  the  Foundation  for 
tion  to  naming  specific  Baptist  causes  as  beneficiaries  of  the  more  information  about  establishing  an  endowment. 


Charitable  Remainder  Trusts:  A  Stick  for  Life-income 


v  olton  and  Martha  Haggan  invested  themselves  in  pro- 
x  moting  the  cause  of  Christ  as  Southern  Baptist 
S  '  missionaries  and  through  other  Baptist  ministries. 
Martha  served  as  a  missionary  nurse  to  Indonesia  for  many 


years.  After  they  were  married,  the  Haggans  had  a  lengthy  and 


enriching  ministry  with  the  Choctaw  Indians  in  Neshoba 


County.  Later,  Dolton  served  as  a  pastor  to  several  churches  in 


Copiah  County.  All  the  while,  the  Haggans  remained  true  to  the; 


biblical  mandate  to  "make  disciples 


In  2002  Martha  and  Dolton  contacted  the  Foundation  to 


learn  of  ways  in  which  they  could  continue  to  answer  the  call 


to  missions  as  faithful  stewards  of  Cod's  provisions.  They  Southern  Baptist  missions  throughout  their  lives,  Dolton  and 


learned  how  a  Charitable  Remainder  Tfust  could  serve  as  Martha  named  the  International  Mission  Board  and  the  North 


another  'stick'  for  storing  up  treasures  in  heaven.  Thus,  they  American  Mission  Board  as  beneficiaries.  Both  the  Lottie  Moon 


established  the  'Dolton  and  Martha  Haggan  Charitable  Christmas  Offering  for  International  Missions  and  the  Annie 
Remainder  Unitrust.*  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  North  American  Missions  were 


Several  specific  benefits  and  blessings  resulted  from  the  designated.  In  addition,  the  Haggans  emphasized  mission 
Haggans'  exercise  in  Christian  stewardship.  First,  they  received  endeavors  through  the  work  of  Mississippi  Baptists  by  naming 

*■  Hb  —  —  *— * — -  -  _ 

the  benefit  of  a  tax  deduction  for  their  charitable  contribution,  the  Margaret  Lackey  Mission  Offering  for  State  Missions  as  a 


Second,  by  establishing  a  charitable  remainder  trust,  the  Haggans  third  beneficiary. 


became  eligible  for  an  income  stream  for  life.  When  the  Lord  Numerous  stewards  have  established  a  charitable  remainder 


called  Dolton  to  his  heavenly  home  earlier  this  year,  Martha  trust  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  as  part  of  their 


received  comfort  and  encouragement  from  the  fact  that  the  overall  estate  and  stewardship  plan.  As  you  think  about  prepar- 
'Dolton  and  Martha  Haggan  Charitable  Remainder  Trust'  would  ing  for  the  future,  please  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
continue  to  offer  a  source  of  income  for  her  in  the  years  ahead.  Foundation  for  more  information  about  incorporating  a 
Third,  the  Haggans  received  the  joy  of  knowing  that  the  stew-  Charitable  Remainder  Unitrust  (CRUT),  a  Charitable 
ardship  of  their  resources  would  reap  eternal  dividends  Remainder  Annuity  Trust  (CRAT),  or  a  Charitable  Lead  Trust  as 
through  the  host  of  Baptist  causes  presented  as  beneficiaries  of  a  'stick*  for  storing  up  treasures  in  heaven. 

I  *  ,  “  ,  ‘  .  ^  ‘ 

r-  •  •-  •  '■ 

the  trust's  residual  assets.  Having  invested  themselves  in  . 


s  a  father,  I  strive  to  teach  my  three  children  While  watching,  assisting,  and  supervising  these 


the  joys  and  benefits  of  work,  young  lives,  I  realized  that  those  individuals  who  stand 
Additionally,  my  goal  is  to  provide  before  the  Lord  one  day,  having  lived  the  Christian  life 
instruction  and  opportunities  for  my  kids  to  grow  in  abundantly  and  completely,  will  be  able  to  say,  'Daddy, 
the  'grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  look  at  all  my  sticks'  to  which  will  come  the  ultimate 
Christ.'  Hopefully,  my  efforts  will  be  met  with  success,  response,  'Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful  servant!' 


undreds  of  varieties  of.  daylilies  j 
4  grow  around  the  white  picket 
fence  in  the  yard  of  Berneda 
j  Wilkinson.  This  beautiful  yard^ 
affords  passers-by  only  a  quick 
glimpse  of  the  influence  of  Bemeda  and  her 
late  husband  Michael.  The  Wilkinsons 
planted  eternal  seeds  through  a  Charitable 
Gift  Annuity  established  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  Like  the 
daylilies,  this  planting  will  continue  to  Mlchad  and  Bemeda  Wilkinson  (a  P01^00  of  which  is  tax-free),  I  received  a 

bloom  and  prosper,  while  presenting  a  beau-  -  tax  deduction,  and  we  named  Baptist 

tiful  portrait  of  Christian  stewardship  for  years  to  come.  Health  Systems  as  the  beneficiary  of  the  funds  after  we  re  gone." 

Michael  and  Bemeda  Wilkinson  first  contacted  the  Foundation  Although  Michael  entered  eternal  glory  in  August  of  this  year, 
in  1999.  Although  Michael  indicated  that  he 'had  always  known  Bemeda  continues  to  receive  a  regular  income  stream  created 
about  the  Foundation'  through  reading  about  it  in  the  Baptist  through  an  earlier  act  of  Christian  stewardship. 


Record,  he  'decided  to  call  the  Foundation 
to  find  out  more.'  Because  Michael  'was 
always  a  bit  uncomfortable  being  in  the 
stock  marked  he  contributed  his  stocks  to 
the  Foundation  in  order  to  create  a 
Charitable  Gift  Annuity  foj'  Berneda. 
Recognizing  the  resultant  blessings  from 
employing  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity  as  a 
i  unique  'stick'  for  storing  up  treasures, 
Michael  stated,  'It  gives  her  income  for  life 

neda  Wllldnson  (a  P01^00  of  which  is  tax-free),  I  received  a 

-  tax  deduction,  and  we  named  Baptist 

Health  Systems  as  the  beneficiary  of  the  funds  after  we're  gone.' 


Gift  Amount 

Rate 

Guaranteed  Annual  Income 

Tax-Free  Income 

Taxable  Income 

Charitable  Deduction 

60 

$10,000 

5.7% 

$570 

$261.63 

$308.37 

$3,691.10 

65 

$10,000 

6.0% 

$600 

$299.40 

$300.60 

$4,041.50 

70 

$10,000 

6.5% 

$650 

$354.90 

$295.10 

$4,353.10 

75 

$10,000 

7.10% 

$710 

$423.16 

$286.84 

$4,749.20 

80 

$10,000 

8.00% 

$800 

$516.00 

$284.00 

$5,147.40 

85 

$10,000 

9.5% 

$950 

$670.70 

$279.30 

$5,439.60 

90 

$10,000 

11.3% 

$1,130 

$845.24 

$284.76 

$5,859.40 

•These  figures  are  for  illustrative  purposes  only  and  should  not  be  construed  as  tax  or  financial  advice.  The  $10,000  figure  is  merely 
an  example.  We  would  be  glad  to  provide  additional  illustrations  based  upon  your  specific  age  and  annuity  amount.  Calculations  to 
two  lives  are  also  available  upon  request. 


Charitable  Gift  Annuity:  A  Stick  for  Tax-free  Income 


I l s i  For  Tin  Recoup 


9.  Heritage  Heights  Church, 
Laurel,  "roofed"  a  model 
church  in  keeping  with  the 
theme  Restoring  Mississippi. 
Each  shingle  represented 
money  riven  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions  offer¬ 
ing.  Tne  church  exceeded  its 
goal  of  $3,000.  Shown  are 
pastor  Ken  Regan,  Peggy 
Wolgamott  ana  Donald 


10.  Dry  Creek  Church,  Magee, 

recently  held  a  GA/Acteen 
recognition  service.  Shown 
are  tne  participants. 

11.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
held  its  homecoming  Oct. 
29,  with  preaching  by  for¬ 
mer  pastors.  Shown  are 
Ken  Cooper,  Jim 
Buchanan,  Charles  Fowler, 
and  Joe  Epting. 

• 

12.  A  group  from  Trinity 
Church,  Rankin  County, 

has  made  two  mission  trips 
to  the  Freedom  Christian 
Fellowship  Church,  Moss 
Point,  to  help  with  rebuild¬ 
ing  from  Katrina  damage. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

13.  Hope  Church,  Neshoba 
Association,  ordained 
Wade  Bcibo  as  deacon  Sept 
3.  Shown  are  pastor  Dennis 
Duvall,  right,  and  Bobo. 

14.  Pearl  River  Association 

burned  the  note  on  their 
property  seven  vears  early 
on  April  13.  Shown  are 
Andy  Anderson,  Linda 
Alexander,  Mable  Smith, 
Pat  Spence,  Ken  Rhodes, 
Connie  Ladner,  Evelyn 
Lee.  Carl  Myers,  and 
Lerov  Gilbert. 


13.  Deacon  Ordination,  Hope  Church,  Neshoba  Association 


9.  Margaret  Lackey  Offering,  Heritage  Heights  Church,  Laurel 


14.  Notebuming,  Pearl  River  Association 


10.  CA  Recognitinon  Service,  Dry  Creek  Church,  Simpson  County 


West  Union  Church, 
Carriere,  celebrated  its 
100th  anniversary  Oct.  1. 
The  event  had  been  post¬ 
poned  for  a  year  due  to 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Shown 
are  Carl  Mvers  Pearl  River 
Association  AMD  and  pas¬ 
tor  Bud  Putnam. 


16.  Tate  Church,  Corinth,  hon¬ 
ored  their  pastor.  Gre gg 
Thomas,  during  a  special 
Pastor  Appreciation  time  on 
the  church's  high  atten¬ 
dance  day.  He  received  sev¬ 
eral  rifts  from  the  deacons 
and  tne  church  family. 

17.  Kredle  AVe.  Church,  Moss 
Point,  will  present  its  cantata 
Arise,  Shine  Dec.  17,  6  p.m. 
Don  Wocnble.  pastor  Tammy 
Howard,  music  director. 

18.  Damascus  Church,  Flora, 
will  present  a  Christmas 
musical.  There’s  Something 
About  That  Name  Dec.  17, 
6  p.m.,  followed  by  a  recep¬ 
tion.  Sonny  Bradshaw,  pas¬ 
tor;  Brenda  Quattlebaum, 
minister  of  musk 


11.  Homecoming,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


12.  Mission  Trips,  Trinity  Church,  Ranldn  County 
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QCNHNPEHN  GM  UHND- 
CHNZ,  MN  TSFE  THN 
UNWEGN  VNTV  DE  DCN 
STQ  UM  DCN  UEVM  EP 
•  WCHAFD;  DCTD  MN 
FCEOSV  UN  GTHHANV  DE 
TZEDCNH,  NLNZ  DE  CAG 
QCE  AF  HTAFNV  PHEG 
DCN  VNTV,  DCTD  QN 


FCEOSV  UHAZY  PEHDC 
PHOAD  OZDE  YEV. 

HEGTZF  FNLNZ:  PEOH 
Clue:  M  =  Y 

Have  fun  wrth  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  torsion  Bible  verse  has 
oeen  encooeo  oy  letter  suostituoon. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Ten:  Forty-Five. 
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And  wart  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guaranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

132% 

First  Year  Guarantee 

u  ivure  r  uuuvcuai  xrvicis 

WOrM  Parti  Drive 
n  %  III  *  MS  35157 

1.800.8443254 

6015573841 


Missionaries  seek  out  'forsaken  of  God' 


“the  forsaken  of  God,"  but  city,  so  as  soon  as  a 
Tuareg  now  search  for  hope  as  building  moves  into 
their  way  of  life  is  progressive-  that  area,  they  have 
ly  threatened  each  day.  to  move  out. 

The  Tuareg  have  long  lived  because  they  don't 
off  the  land  they  don't  own,  pos-  own  any  property,* 
sessing  the  land  only  as  long  as  Hessling  says, 
they  live  on  it.  Years  of  drought  The  Tuareg's 
have  killed  their  animals  and  pride  in  heritage  is 
left  them  wondering  how  much  not  lost  among  those 
longer  they  can  survive  without  moving  into  the  city, 
seeking  jobs  in  the  dty.  especially  among 

“The  way  of  life  mat  is  his-  older  ones  who  hang 
torically  (Tuareg)  doesn't  look  tightly  to  the  one 
like  it  will  exist  another  thing  they  believe 
decade,”  says  Warren  Hessling,  can  last:  their 

who  along  with  his  wife  Sharon  Islamic  faith, 

serve  as  strategy  coordinators  However,  younger 
for  the  Tuareg  people.  dty-d welling  Tuareg 

Sharon  recalls  how  a  woman  don't  share  die  her- 
in  a  ‘Tuareg  village  said  she  itage  of  their  ances- 
feared  her  family  would  “die  tors,  allowing  an 
out  here  like  camels*  if  they  open  door  for  the  Gos 
didn't  get  more  food.  Many  ‘  " 

Tuareg  nave  already  journeyed  secute  that  person," 
to  cities  to  find  work,  but  their  sa;, 
shepherding  trade  ^doesn't  in  other  faiths 

jobs  usually  are  guardians  for  won't  give  them  food, 
other  people's  homes. 

Warren  estimates  roughly  family  to  support  ther 
10%  of  dty  Tuareg  are  actually  tough  times,  especially 
employed,  adding  to  their  bur-  where  loss  of  job  could 
den  ot  taking  care  of  the  extend-  of  life  without  family  support 


ONE  ON  ONE 
Niamey,  Niger. 


tares  with  a  young  Tuareg  man  m 
d  strategy  coordinator.  Warren  is 
Gospel  to  the  Tuareg.  The  name 
fewer  than  200  known  Christian 


:  notes  one  50-year-old  hear  the  true  message  of  Jesus 
he  dty  who  consequent-  Christ  The  plan  pairs  volun- 
nds  great  respect  teer  missionary  skills  with  job 

had  a  couple  of  young  training  needs  for  Tuareg.  A 
o  are  interested  (in  the  consistent  barrier  to  Tuareg 
”  Hessling  says,  "but  coming  to  Christ  has  been  fear 
I  him  'unde'  or  'great  of  bong  separated  from  their 
id  cannot  come  here  to  families  ana  consequently  from 
e  Bible  with  me  because  financial  support. 

■  him.*  “We  can't  plant  self-sustain- 

>n  notes  that  while  ing  churches  if  80%  of  the  peo- 
lareg  men  show  inter-  pie  in  the  church  are  going  to  be 
est  in  studying  the  unemployed,"  Sharon  says. 
Bible,  women  have  The  Hesslings  have  request¬ 
less  interest.  ed  12  student  volunteers  to 

"Women  are  fairly  spend  three  months  in  Niamey, 
resistant.  Also,  they  Niger,  tutoring  children,  but 
always  have  young  volunteers  from  America  are 
children  and  they're  not  die  only  ones  the  Hesslings 
cooking  or  taking  care  are  calling  on  to  help  take 
of  die  children,*  she  God's  Word  to  the  Tuareg, 
says.  "There  are  con-  Hessling  says  he  will  soon 
stant  interruptions  as  make  a  trip  to  a  neighboring 
far  as  getting  into  country  to  speak  to  believers 
deep  one-on-one  dis-  there  about  making  a  trip  to 
cussions."  Niger  to  share  their  faith  with 

Sharon  adds,  "A  lot  the  Tuareg, 
of  the  groundwork  Ultimately,  however,  the 
has  to  be  laid.  An  Hesslings  dream  of  a  time 
average  Muslim  when  no  outside  help  will  be 
believer  takes  five  to  needed  to  take  die  Gospel  mes- 
eight  years  to  become  sage  to  all  Tuareg, 
a  Christian  from  Perhaps  that  dream  is  not  so 
when  they  first  come  far  off.  In  one  village,  a  new 
in  contact  with  a  believer  is  known  by  the  name 
Christian,  because  it  Paul  for  the  boldness  with 
is  so  completely  for-  which  he  shares  his  faith, 
eign  to  them."  “His  testimony  is  a  tough  one 

The  Hesslings  hope  but  he  is  trusting  in  God," 
a  strategy  called  Sahel  Hessling  says.  "He  says  'just 
Hope  will  help  TXiareg  patience,  patience  will  wm  out'” 


“The  family  themselves  per-  man  in  d 
"  Hessling  tydemar 
lys  of  young  Tuareg  interested  Tve  1 

_  _ _ _  _  i  other  faiths.  "Tney  drive  men  wh 

translate  into  dty  life.  Their  dty  them  off.  They  beat  them.  They  GospelV 

* — - it..  —  t—  .. — — : —  ii  ■—  they  rail 

Tuareg  rely  heavily  on  their  unae'  ar 
hrough  study  th 
the  city  they  fear 


Hearina  is 


LOOKING  AHEAD ...  2007 


The  curtain  is  going  to  close  on 
2006  Mid  "Father  Time'  will  hand  to 
each  of  us  a  brand  new  year.  Each 
day  will  be  fresh,  untainted,  and 
filled  with  wonderful  opportunities 
to  fulfill  our  life's  purpose. 

Be  assured  that  20u7  will  not  be 
like  2006.  Some  of  the  differences 
will  be  good  and  some  will  not.  This 
past  November  Congress  changed  drastically  and  it 
will  profoundly  impact  many  areas  of  our  culture. 

Dr.  Richard  Land,  Executive  Editor  of  "Faith  and 
Family  Values,"  stated  during  a  panel  discussion  at  the 
Values  Voter  Summit,  September  23,  2006  that  "God  is 


to  close  on 


controlling  party  in  the  House  and  the  Senate  to  soften 
the  American  public's  stance  on  these  important  issues. 

These  impending  possibilities,  along  with  the 
Presidential  election  of  2008,  will  make  2007  a  very 
pivotal  and  critical  year  for  the  Christian  community,  ft 
is  vital  that  we  become  more  aware  of  the  issues  that 
are  before  us.  Those  who  support  abortion  and  homo¬ 
sexual  marriages  and  rights  will  intensify  their  efforts. 

As  for  Mississippi,  she  will  be  dominated  by  the 
election  process.  Tne  Christian  Action  Commission 
encourages  you  to  get  involved,  learn  who  the  can¬ 


didates  are  and  become  familiar  with  their  views  on 
the  critical  issues. 

There  are  two  areas  that  will  be  hotly  debated, 
not  only  next  year  but  for  years  to  come.  One  is  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  ana  their  rights.  You  need  to 
know  that  there  are  groups  who  work  daily  to  help 
those  who  desire  to  Dreak  the  bonds  of  unwanted 
same-sex  attraction.  For  example,  on  January  25, 
2007,  the  Hinds  Community  College  Baptist 
Student  Union  will  be  sponsoring  an  educational 
conference  entitled,  "Facing  Homosexuality  in  Our 
Day."  The  speaker  will  be  John  Smid,  President  of 
Love  in  Action  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  Not  only  will  the 
BSU  host  this  conference,  but  as  a  part  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  they  will  offer  a  confidential  weekly  support 
group  for  those  who  wish  to  live  a  life  of  sexual  and 
relational  purity.  For  further  information  call  (601) 
925-6435.  It  is  easy  to  condemn  a  lifestyle  but  it 
takes  prayer  and  effort  to  assist  those  who  want  to 
change,  so  prav  for  this  BSU  sponsored  group. 

Secondly,  in  2007  and  beyond  the  battle  between  pro 
and  anti-abortion  forces  will  intensify.  So  often  we  see 
it  as  a  battle  and  lose  sight  of  the  babies  whose  lives 
never  came  to  be  due  to  the  tragic  ruling  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Roe  vs.  Wade. 

You  should  now  be  aware  that  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Christian  Action 
Convention  have  been  and  are  in  the  process  of  cre¬ 
ating  a  memorial  to  the  50  million  aborted  babies 


since  that  court  ruling.  Many  of  you  have  generously 
given  of  your  pennies,  but  we  are  not  there  yet. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  in  its 
meeting  last  week  graciously  granted  permission  for 
us  to  ask  our  churches  to  receive  a  one-time  offering  to 

{mrchase  pennies  to  fill  our  glass  memorial.  On 
anuary  5tn  all  our  churches  will  be  mailed  bulletin 
inserts  and  envelopes  for  this  offering.  January  21, 
2007  is  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Sunday,  and  this  is  the 
suggested  time  for  the  offering,  but  whenever  you  do 
it  will  be  appreciated.  >=*- 

The  Memorial  to  the  Missing  has  already  made  a 
tremendous  impact  on  several  individuals.  When  it  is 
filled  it  will  be  an  even  greater  witness  to  the  reality  of 
abortion.  The  most  positive  impact  of  this  memorial  is 
when  the  pennies  are  later  invested  in  a  trust  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  The  proceeds  from 
this  investment  each  year  will  be  given  to  centers  and 
groups  that  stand  on  the  front  lines  fighting  for  the 
rights  of  the  unborn. 

I  hope  you  will  help  us  go  over  the  top  with  this 
special  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Offering. 

Rita,  Lee  and  I  thank  you  for  your  support, 
prayers  and  participation  this  past  year.  We  wish 
tor  you  all  the  Hope,  Joy,  and  Peace  this  Christmas 
can  bring  to  you  and  your  family. 


Jimmy  Porter  is  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 


Couple  tries  novel  approach  to  reach  lost 


NIGERIA,  West  Africa  —  David  is 
intrigued  by  big  ideas  and  how  to  make 
them  work.  Until  his  junior  year  in  col¬ 
lege,  his  plan  was  to  explore  a  moon¬ 
scape  or  two.  He  was  studying  to 
become  an  astronaut. 

As  things  sometimes  happen,  across 
that  career  path  walked  a  guy  with 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ.  As  tne  two 
discussed  what  God  might  have  in 
store  for  David's  life,  tne  Crusade 
staffer  suggested  .the  engineering 
degree  also  could  be  put  to  good  use  on 
a  remote  part  of  this  planet.  It  was  an 
idea  that  interested  David. 

"A  year  later;  I  was  seriously  consid¬ 
ering  it"  he  says. 

As  he  broached  the  idea  with  Rachel, 
the  young  nursing  student  in  his  life, 
she  agreed  and  they  began  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  serving  in  a  faraway 
place,  perhaps  Indonesia  or  Africa. 

"My  call  to  missions  was  at  age  11  or 
12  at  Girls  in  Action  camp,"  she 
explains.  "When  I  learned  there  were 
people  in  the  world  who  did  not  know 
Jesus,  I  told  God,  'I  am  willing  to  go 
where  you  ask  me  to  go,  and  be  what¬ 
ever  you  want  me  to  be.'" 

Separately,  God  began  nudging 
Davie  and  Rachel  toward  Africa. 

As  recent  graduates  and  newly¬ 
weds,  they  answered  the  call  to 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  Headquartered  there 
in  the  mid-1980s,  David  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  for  Campus  Crusade  to  provide 
computer  training  and  systems  for 
nationals  and  missionaries. 

Together,  they  helped  start  a 


church,  and  David  discipled  a  group 
of  young  men  who  are  now  pastors 
or  Bible  study  leaders. 

They  saw  now  fast  the  Gospel  could 
spread.  Instead  of  growing  by  simple 
addition,  the  increase  through  church 
planting /disciple-making  could  be 
exponential.  Since  Campus  Crusade 
was  not  starting  churches,  the  couple 
began  to  look  for  opportunities  through 
the  International  Mission  Board. 

Today,  David  is  picking  up  his  fourth 
language,  Hausa,  as  the  couple  settles 
down  in  their  newest  assignment  in  a 
fast-growing  community  in  Nigeria. 

"I  admire  them  because  they  are  trail- 
blazers"  says  Mike  Stonecypher,  IMB  liai¬ 
son  with  the  Nigerian  Baptist  Convention. 

At  nearly  30  million  total,  the  Hausa 
live  in  16  different  African  countries. 
About  18-20  million  are  in  Nigeria.  The 
Hausa  constitute  the  largest  unreached 
people  group  in  West  Africa.  They  also 
represent  one  of  the  largest  blocs  of 
Islam  in  Africa  and  the  world. 

Because  of  their  population  size, 
strong  trade,  business  and  relational 
skills,  they  exercise  both  political  and 
religious  clout  throughout  Africa. 

So  hit;  Hausa  Muslims  have  aggres¬ 
sively  moved  into  this  region  to  convert 
those  within  the  local  ethnic  groups.  As 
this  happens,  the  indigenous  people  are 
often  absorbed,  losing  their  traditional 
religion,  cultural  identity  and  language. 

Hausa.  which  borrows  heavily  from 
Arabic,  is  now  the  second  language  for 
many  in  the  northern  half  of  Nigeria, 
Chad,  Benin,  and  Ghana. 


"If  you  look  at  a  map  of  Africa,  and 
wanted  to  color  it  black  where  there  is  no 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  what  stares  at 
you  from  the  middle  of  West  Africa  is  a 
big  hole,"  David  says.  "Missionaries  have 
had  some  impact  but  entering  this  com¬ 
munity  as  business  professionals,  we 
should  find  another  level  of  acceptance.' 

The  couple  work  as  entrepreni 
while  they  experiment  with  some 
ideas  for  church  starting  and  di 
pleship  in  urban  areas  ^mong 
influential  Hausa. 

With  multiplication  in  mind,  David's 
goal  is  to  disciple  12  men  in  a  year. 
These  men  will  then  work,  two-by-two, 
to  plant  six  new  churches.  Rachel's 
is  to  befriend  Hausa  women  who 
ing  child-bearing  years  are  often 
ecL  Plans  are  for  the  team  to  di 
each  new  believe!  immediately  and 
pare  him/her  to  become  a  trail 
equipper  of  other  new  Christians. 

They  will  start  small  chu 
the  plan  for  each  church  to 
small  (fewer  than  20  adults).  Men 
instruct  men;  women  will  i 
women.  Built  around  famil 
these  small  churc 
from  low  start-up  costs,  intimacy 
lowship  and  security  in  a  world 
that's  a  necessity- 
secure,  at  times  tne 
gather  for  fellowsh 

"In  some  case.,,  ... _  . 

intense  persecution  here,"  David  sc 
"but  we  have  also  seen  that  the  cl 
can  remain  firm,  drawing  strength 
its  community  of  believers." 
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The  Homemakers  SSC  of  Indian  Springs  Baptist  Church  of  Laurel  recent¬ 
ly  collected  paper  products  and  cleaning  supplies  for  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  in  memory  of  their  friend  and  longtime  BCV  friend, 
Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Miles.  Pictured  are  Mrs.  Miles  sons  who  accompanied 
the  ladies  on  a  tour  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 
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Nov.  21 -Del.  10,2006 
Honors 


HYKOTA  SSC.  FBCOvrlaal 


Mrs.  Cheryl  Grubbs  has  been  elected  to  serve 
as  President  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
2007  Board  of  Trustees.  Mrs.  Grubbs  and  her 
husband  Lewis  reside  in  Jackson  and  arc  mem¬ 
bers  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Madison. 


Pictured  with  Mrs.  Grubbs  is  Rory  Lee,  BCV 
Executive  Director. 


Dr  Jot  Urvciady  »  SSC. 

Mr,  /Mar  W  Maa a> 

N.  Oafunl  X 

\Mahr>* 

Myrtk  Takfc 

Mr  IMn  hrdEiw 
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Ua«M  D.  Mar,  Jr. 

Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Love  That  Lasts 

1  Corinthians  13:1-13 


understand  how  futile  it  truth.  If  we  as  Christians  strive 
was  for  them  to  have  to  match  our  character  with 
divisions  over  things  Christ's,  it  will  be  much  easier 
that  are  earthly.  He  to  love  with  an  agape  love, 
knew  that  one  day  these  In  1  Corinthians  13:8-13  the 
would  be  done  away  permanence  of  love  is  expound- 
with.  and  the  only  thing  ed  upon.  Love,  unlike  trie  gifts 
_  left  would  be  love.  of  prophecy,  tonguet;  and 

the  church.  He  was  writ-  In  verse  3,  Paul  knowledge,  never  tails  nor  ceas- 

We  are  continuing  our  study  ing  to  admonish  the  .  ..  moves  from  gifts  to  es  it's  activity.  The  reason  the 

on  life-changing  gifts.  This  Christians  in  Corinth  t-onon  acts  which  seem  to  be  gifts  that  are  mentioned  will  fail 

week  we  are  hocusing  on  Love  concerning  these  divisions.  He  expressions  of  fcve.  Even  the  is  because  a  time  of  perfected 
That  Lasts.  Love  is  one  of  the  explained  to  them  that  they  were  greatest  act  can  be  egoism  if  the  knowledge  and  prophecy  is 
most  precious  gifts  God  has  one  body  in  Christ  and  as  one  spirit  of  self  is  sought,  coming.  At  the  coming  of  that 
given  us.  His  is  an  agape  love,  body  has  many  members,  each  Likewise,  this  too  wil  profit  which  is  perfect  which  is  the 
An  agape  love  is  an  uneondi-  member  has  its  own  purpose,  nothing.  As  we  read  the  next  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ 
tionailove  which  is  given  to  us  They  were  to  live  and  work  text:  1  Corinthians  13.-4-7,  we  there  will  be  no  need  for  the 
through  no  merit  of  our  own.  together  in  unity  and  love.  In  1  can  see  the  life  and  character  of  exercise  of  the  other  gifts.  How 
Though  so  unworthy,  God's  Corinthians  12:31b,  Paul  tells  Jesus  Christ  Paul  is  telling  the  can  we  speak  of  these  gifts  as 
love  tor  us  never  changes.  them  he  would  show  them  a  Christians  at  Corinth  if  they  temporary?  The  following  verse 

Do  you  ever  wonder  how  more  excellent  way.  By  a  more  observe  these  truths,  their  div£-  will  answer  this.  "When  l  was  a 
God  could  love  you?  I  do,  excellent  way,  he  was  speaking  of  sions  in  the  church  would  be  child.  I  used  to  speak  as  a  child, 
because  I  know  how  unworthy  I  the  way  ot  agape.  In  Chapter  solved.  "Love  is  patient  love  is  reason  as  a  child  When  I 
am  of  such  a  perfect  love  from  13:1,  Paul  tells  the  Corinthian  kind"  may  be  a  summary  stale-  became  a  man  I  did  away  with 
such  a  perfect  God.  Paul  was  in  Christians  that  if  he  was  to  speak  ment  of  this  section  of  scrip-  childish  things.”  1  Corinthians 
Ephesus  when  He  wrote  this  with  all  eloquence,  but  it  the  ture.  Love  is  not  jealous;  does-  13:1L  (NASBk  "It  is  extremely 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthian  words  spoken  did  not  come  from  n't  brag,  is  not  arrogant  does-  important  to  an  understanding 
Christians.  The  date  cannot  be  the  depth  of  a  heart  of  love,  it  n't  act  unbecomingly,  doesn't  of  Paul's  thoughts  to  notice  the 
fixed  with  absolute  certainty,  but  would  De  nothing.  In  verse  2  he  not  do  things  just  tor  its  own  force  of  the  illustration  he  intro- 
it  seems  probable  that  the  Epistle  goes  on  to  say  if  he  had  the  gift  of  self,  but  instead  stops  and  duces  at  this  point  The  illustra- 
was  written  during  die  latter  prophecy,  ana  knew  all  mysteries  thinks  how  it  will  affect  others,  tkm  is  desumed  to  show  the 


By  Gloria  Lofton 


mended  for  studying  and  how  he  solved  it  can  be 
God's  Word  witn  no  applied  to  our  lives.  We  should 
Jewish  temple  in  take  seriously  God's  com- 
Babylon.  He  was  a  rnands  "You  shall  be  holy,  for  I 
Godly  priest  and  am  holy”  (Lev.  U:4<  NKjVJ. 
teacher  of  the  law  Ezra  was  informed  that  lead- 
whose  passion  was  ers  of  the  tribes,  some  of  die 
to  lead  me  people  to  priests  and  Levites  had  married 
live  according  to  foreign  wives;  some  men  had 


As  I  prepared  to  write  this  bom  i 
article,  I  was  reminded  of  tivity 
Psalm  23:2b-3  KJV:  "He  leadeth  guishe 
me  beside  die  still  waters.  He  had  a 
restoreth  my  soul:  He  leadeth  name 
me  in  the  paths  of  righteous  for  Ezra  * 
his  name's  sake.”  Tne  Lord  is  scribe 
our  leader.  We,  as  sheep, 
should  follow  the  "Good 
Shepherd."  We  first  must  be  a 
follower  before  we  can  become 
a  leader  worth  following. 

SKeep  in  mind,  there  was  a 
At  time  lapse  between  the 
it  six  chapters  in  Ezra  and  die 
last  three  chapters.  75  to  80  years  bom 
had  passed  as  chapter  7  begins,  day  Ba; 
Ezra,  who  the  book  is  named  have  a 


only  had  copied  the  law,  he  Jewish  man  to 

probably  memorized  a  large  woman,  if  she  would  accept  her  others  I 
portion  of  it  as  well.  husband's  faith,  and  renounce  of  prayc 

One  of  the  marks  of  a  Godly  her  old  life;  but  this  law  did  not  ousness 
trained  in  writing  skills  and  leader  today  is  time  spent  read-  apply  to  the  women  in  Canaan,  repentai 
used  to  record  events  or  deci-  ing,  meditating  and  memoriz-  Deuteronomy  20:1-15  and  Ezra 
sions.  Ezra's  role  was  vital  to  ing  God  word.  Ezra  set  the  21:10-14  states  that  a  Jewish  sol-  of  a  Go 

interpret  the  law  to  the  Jews.  example  then.  It  is  our  job  dier  can  marry  a  female  prison-  examin 

today  to  be  a  Godly  leader  by  er  of  war;  but  he  was  forbidden  scriptui 

1.  What  is  a  Godly  Leader?  following  his  example.  to  marry  a  Canaanite  woman.  -  demons 

(Ezra  7:8-10)  to  sinne 

When  you  recall  Ezra  was  2.  What  Characterizes  U»-  3^ What  dbe«  following  God-  Ever 

i  in  Babylon  (near  present  godly  Behavior  (Ena  M-Z,  41  ly  Leaden  Include?  (Ena  Mfcl-5)  Who  m 
ghdad,  Iraq),  we  can  Four  months  after  Ezra's  "The  prayer  of  a  righteous  leading 

better  appreciation  of  Jerusalem  homecoming,  he  man  is  powerful  and  effective"  unleer  g 
him  as  a  scholar  of  the  Jewish  learned  that  100  religious  and  (James  5:16)  NTV.  Char  God  is  dren  or 
good  Scriptures.  The  Lord  provided  civil  leaders  had  deliberately  always  faithful  to  those  who  lead  wit 

mme”  Ezra  with  Old  Testament  disobeyed  the^Law  that  he  had  pray.  One  of  the  most  powerful  — 

ter  7-8.  scrolls  even  in  the  distant  land  come  to  teach.  Lessons  learned  resources  we  have  is  a  prayer  .AJrxx 

of  die  of  Babylon.  Ezra  is  also  com-  from  Ezra's  difficult  problem  life  with  die  Lord.  1  have  heard  cation,  h 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
tonus  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 


■  miles  away,  she's  a  great  inspiration  to  us." 

While  Wicklana  church  members  have 
been  encouraged  by  Koepke's  decision  to 
serve  among  the  Sokoto  Fulani,  Koepke 
says  she's  blessed  to  serve.  "I  think  it's  an 
incredible  honor;”  she  says.  “It's  a  really 
big  job,  but  God's  told  me  over  and  over 
that  I'm  not  the  one  who  has  to  do  it,  and 
that's  a  good  thing.” 

Koepke  realizes  die  enormity  of  the  task 
ahead  of  her;  but  says  she  believes  God  was 
preparing  the  hearts  of  the  Sokoto  Fulani  long 
before  she  arrived  in  West  Africa. 

*1  just  have  faith  that  God's  been  working 
on  these  people  for  a  long  time,  and  it's  not 
that  Fm  mere  to  save  them  all.  but  I*m«just 
there  to  be  obedient  and  watch  what  God's 
doing  among  the  Sokoto  Fulani,”  she  says. 

Riggs  also  realizes  die  challenges  Koepke 
will  face  as  she  continues  to  engage  a  peo¬ 
ple  group  with  no  prior  access  to  the 
Gospel.  Fie  says  it's  difficult  opening  doors 
to  villages  ana  getting  to  know  whovs  open 

CHMG  OUT  —  journeyman  Danielle  Koepke  (right)  ttte  w*»  a  ^  ^  ______  ^ 

oto  Fulani  man  in  Nigec  West  Africa.  Koepke  is  pioneering  the  effort  r 

■■  -  '  '■  - -  She  has  been  open  to  a  whole  new  dimen- 

aries  to  open  up  a  dark  part  of  the  world,  and  that  sion  of  God's  sustenance  and  how  much  He  pro- 
Christ  would  be  seen  through  some  kind  of  visMe  tes-  vides  for  her.  She  also  has  experienced  a  deep  sense 
timony.  We  can't  be  there  ourselves;  so  we  pray  that  of  satisfaction  in  her  work. 

God  would  raise  up  some  individuals  to  do  that4  “God's  given  me  a  desire  for  learning  cultures 

The  church's  missions  dkectoc  Patricia  Stone,  says  she  and  loving  people,”  Koepke  says.  “I  can't  get  over 
was  surprised  by  the  congregation's  interest  and  com-  how  satisfied  I  am  when  1  get  to  sit  and  talk  to  peo- 
mitmeut  to  pray  for  a  missionary  to  the  Sokoto  Fulani  pie  and  share  God's  love  with  diem.” 


society.  However  Fulani  team  strategy  coordinator 
Kris  tosses  hopes  Koepke  will  gain  abetter  under¬ 
standing  of  Sokoto  Fulani  culture  and  build  rela- 
“  *  *  ’  3  pie. 

y  is  focusing  on  the  Sokoto 
nave  no  ongoing  witness;” 
a  big  part  or  our  strategy  is 


Riggs  says.  "For 

£E£VSK*-w-*-t- 

Recognizing  toe  need  to  reach  the  Sokoto  Fulani 
with  die  Gospel,  and  sensing  God’s  call  to  work 

-----  A  ».  -  - 1-  W 1  -  -  _____  -1-  -  *  »*  »  » 

among  tfus  people,  Fjoepne  says  sne  unmcaveiy 
responded.  “Tread  this  job  request  and  it  said. 'Go  out 


When 


id  leads  them  to  da 

When  the  congregation  received  the  names  of 
ree  unreached  people  groups  from  which  to 


Churches  can  have  impact  on  missions ,  regardless  of  size 

ARDSTOWN.  Ky.  —  The  praying  people  as  a  two-year  journeyman  When  the  congregation  received  Before  jumping  into  people-gr 
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2006  offers  cutting  edge  message 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


The  2006  Youth  Evangelism 
Challenge  (YEC),  sponsored  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 


BAPTISTS 


unique  stage  show,  dry  wit,  and  mind-  train  others  how  to  go  back  to  their  church-  lead  the  tenth  gradi 
blowing  escapes.  While  working  at  a  es  and  lead  worship  themselves."  Permenter  will  be 

sawmill  in  199 /,  Gill  felt  that  God  wanted  The  couple  are  founders  of  WorshipOne,  students  in  grades 
him  to  use  illusions,  escapes,  and  stunts  to  and  have  led  worship  on  the  road  ana  con-  Associate  pastor /y 
bring  a  message  of  hope  to  people.  With  a  suited  with  student  bands  since  June  of  Church,  Brookhave 
passion  of  reaching  people  as  a  catalyst,  1997.  They  are  also  directors  of  student  arts  in  a  session  desi] 
Gill  went  back  to  college  and  began  per-  at  NorthStar  Church  in  north  Atlanta.  Worship  leaders 
forming  at  church  outreach  events.  There,  they  invest  in  the  lives  of  junior  high  Hoover  will  offer 

News  of  his  creative  method  of  evan-  and  high  school  students  by  leading  and  praise  and  worship 
gelism  spread  throughout  the  area  quick-  disdpling  three  student  bands  and  working  The  event  begin 
ly.  Since  then,  God  has  taken  Gill's  min-  alongside  the  drama  and  technical  teams.  tration  at  1  p.m.,  h 
istry  across  the  United  States,  Mexico,  "Ine  majority  of  the  time  is  designed  at  4:30  p.m.,  and  ti 
and  Australia,  and  his  heart  for  the  lost  for  students  to  he  able  to  go  back  home,  p.m.  The  Dec.  29  s t 
has  grown.  Understanding  that  students  to  their  schools  and  neighbor! 
in  the  MTV  generation  have  short  atten-  be  intentional  about  being  ev, 
tion  mans  and  need  to  be  entertained  said  Ellis.  To  that  end,  break 
visually,  he  has  learned  how  to  get  an  are  a  crucial  part  of  the  event, 
audience's  attention  quickly  and  keep  it.  Casey  Nelson  of  First  Chi 
Worship  will  be  led  by  the  husband  and  Branch,  will  be  leading  grades 
wife  team  of  Daniel  aria  Bonnie  Hoover,  eight  Grade  nine  will  be  le 
"This  couple  is  passionate  about  leading  Matthews,  youth  minister  at  Fi 
worship,"  said  Ellis.  "Beyond  just  leading  Bogalusa,  La.  Louis  Codone', 


This  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Record  witt  be  the  final  issue  of 
2006.  The  next  issue  will  be 
dated  tanuary  4.  2007. 

The  staff  of  The  Baptist 
Record  thanks  you  for  your 
continued  support  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  ministry  of  information, 
and  wishes  for  you  and  your 
kwed  ones  a  blessed  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ  and  a 
Happy  New  Kart 


roups  ~  Pre-registration  has  concluded,  but  walk- 
up  registration  is  welcome.  Cost  for  the 
Olive  event  is  $15  per  person.  Meals  are  "on  yopr 
i  and  own;"  a  list  of  hotels  and  motels  is  available. 
John  For  more  information,  contact  Ellis  at 
lurch,  the  MBCB,  toll  free  at  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
min-  286,  or  in  Jackson  at  (601)  292-3313.  Email: 
.,  will  hgellis#mbcb.org. 


A  letter  from  Lottie  Moon, 
J-A  missionary  to  China,  was 
/  X  published  in  the  Foreign 
Mission  Journal  in  1887  urging 
Southern  Baptist  women  to  lake 
seriously  their  role  in  reaching 
the  world  for  Christ.  In  today's 
busy  church  life,  we  sometimes 
forget  her  call  to  prayer,  sacrifi¬ 
cial  giving,  and  self-denial.  As 
we  Begin  our  celebration  of 
Christmas,  let's  remember  the 
words  of  Lottie  herself: 


Guest  Opinion: 


The  season  of 
self-denial 

By  Wanda  S.  Lee ,  Exec.  Director 
Woman's  Missionary  Union,  SBC 


In  a  former  letter  I  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  work  of  Southern 
Methodist  women,  endeavoring  to 
use  it  as  an  incentive  to  stir  up  the 
xvomen  of  our  Southern  Baptist 
churches  to  a  greater  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  missions.  I  have  lately  been 
reading  the  minutes  of  the  ninth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,  M.  £.,  South  and 
find  that  in  the  year  ending  in  June 
they  raised  over  sixty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

I  am  convinced  that  one  of  the 
chief  reasons  our  Southern  Baptist 
women  do  so  little  is  the  lack  of  orga¬ 
nization.  Why  should  xve  not  lam 


from  these  noble  Methodist  women, 
and  instead  of  the  paltry  offerings  we 
make,  do  something  that  will  prow 
that  we  are  really  earnest  in  claiming 
to  be  followers  of  him  who,  " though 
he  was  rich,  for  our  sake  became 
poor?"  How  do  these  Methodist 
women  raise  so  much  money?  By 
prayer  and  self  denial.  Note  the  reso¬ 
lution  " unanimously  approved"  by 
the  meeting  above: 

" Resolved ,  That  this  Board  rec¬ 
ommend  to  the  Woman's  Missionary 


self-denial. 


as  a  wed:  cf  prayer 


Need  it  be  said,  why  the  week 
before  Christmas  is  chosen?  Is  not 
" the  festive  season  when  families  and 
friends  exchange  gifts  in  memory  of 
The  Gift  laid  on  the  altar  of  the  world 
for  the  redemption  of  the  human  race, 
the  most  appropriate  time  to  conse¬ 
crate  a  portion  from  abounding  rich¬ 
es  and  scant  poverty  to  send  forth  the 
good  tidings  of  great  joy  into  all  the 
earth?" 

I  wonder  how  many  of  us 
really  believe  that  "it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 
A  woman  who  accepts  that  state¬ 


ment  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
a  fact,  and  not  as  "impractical 
idealism,"  will  make  giving  a 
principle  of  her  life. 

To  live  the  call  means  we 
must  seek  God's  direction  in 
all  aspects  of  our  lives,  includ¬ 
ing  stewardship.  If  we  are  seri¬ 
ous  about  the  mandate  to  "Go 
into  all  the  world,"  the  giving 
of  our  resources  will  match  the 
biblical  teaching  of  our  Lord. 
The  admonition  from  Lottie 
Moon  to  organize  the  women 
and  rally  their  missionary 
spirits  is  just  as  critical  today 
as  it  was  in  1887.  WMU  did 
organize  the  following  year, 
and  Lottie's  prodding  was  the 
impetus  for  Southern  Baptist 
women  to  establish  the  Week 
of  Prayer  and  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering®  for 
International  Missions. 

May  the  needs  of  the  world 
and  our  love  for  our  Savior  this 
Christmas  call  forth  a  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  women  committed 
once  again  to  prayer,  sacrificial 
giving  and  self-denial  so  all  the 
worldf  may  know  Him! 


Have  you  ever  wondered 
where  the  ends  of  the 
earth  are?  Think  about 
it.  When  Jesus  used  that  phrase 
in  Acts  1:8,  he  had  spent  most 
of  his  life  on  earth  in  what  is 
today  central  Israel.  Other  than 
an  exile  to  Egypt  when  He  was 
a  boy  (Matthew  2:13-15),  His 
life  —  and  especially  His  earth¬ 
ly  ministry  —  was  spent  within 
dozens  of  miles  of  his  birth¬ 
place.  Although  He  didn't  trav¬ 
el  there.  He  obviously  knew 
the  "ends  of  the  earth"  existed. 

But  where?  The  earth  is  a 
sphere,  therefore  there  are  no 
fixed  points  that  one  could  con¬ 
note  as  being  the  end  of  the 
earth.  So  where,  then?  I  believe 
we  know  what  He  meant.  "The 
Rainer  Translation"  would  go 
something  like  this:  "To  the 
boonies,  the  bade  40,  off  die 
beaten  path,  the  middle  of 
nowhere,  die  place  we  would 
never  go  unless  we  were  taking 
the  Gospel  there." 

There  it  is.  Jesus  told  us  to  go 
to  the  places  we  would  never  go, 
for  the  purpose  of  sharing  die 


Guest  Opinion:  \ 

Where  are 

Lhbbhrmhh 

today's  Isaiahs? 

By  Thom  S.  Rainer,  President 
UfeWay  Christian  Resources 

life-giving  news  that  He  is  Lord 
and  He  is  alive! 

Unfortunately  the  ends  of  the 
earth  are  as  real  and  prominent 
as  die  day  Jesus  gave  the  com¬ 
mand  to  His  disciples.  That's 
why  this  year's  International 
Missions  Emphasis  shines  a 
spotlight  on  one  of  die  most 
spiritually  dark  places  in  die 
world:  Vifest  Africa. 

The  people  living  in  West 
Africa  are  subjected  to  voodoo, 
witchcraft  extreme  poverty, 
tribal  genocide,  malnutrition, 
high  infant  mortality  rates, 


Forty-five  percent  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  14  years  of  age  or 
younger.  West  Africa  has  1,612 
total  people  groups,  and 
International  Mission  Board 
personnel  currently  work 
among  52  of  them,  representing 
28  percent  of  the  population. 


malaria,  yellow  fever,  AIDS, 
and  a  host  of  other  maladies. 
Death  rates  are  staggering. 

As  overwhelming  to  me  are 
the  millions  of  people  who  have 
never  heard  the  name  of  Jesus 
preached.  There  are  more  than 
1,000  unreached  people  groups 
in  this  largely  Muslim  region, 
and  of  these  groups,  355  —  or 
22%  —  have  not  heard  die  name 
of  Jesus  and  are  not  engaged  by 
any  Gospel-sharing  organization. 

Approximately  three-fourths 
of  the  region's  population 
(72.6%)  is  under  30  years  of  age. 


ting  to  this  end  of  the  earth  is 
the  easy  part.  Penetrating  the 
darkness  with  the  "life  [that 
isj  the  light  of  men"  is  the 
hard  part  and  not  for  the  faint 
of  heart.  1MB  leaders  have 
noted  the  region  needs  more 
single  men  willing  to  invest 
their  lives  there. 

God  is  still  asking  "Who 
should  I  sent?  Who  wul  go  for 
us?"  I  am  asking,  "Are  there 
any  Isaiahs  out  there  to 
respond?"  I  believe  there  are, 
ana  I  pray  that  God  would  send 
those  workers  out  into  the  field, 
harvesting  souls  for  the  day  of 
salvation  while  working  dili¬ 
gently  at  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

For  more  information,  visit 
(3oWestAfrka.org. 
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Twill  never  forget  the  horrible 
I  realization  three  years  ago: 
X  we  would  have  to  defer  mis¬ 
sionary  appointments  due  to 
lack  ot  financial  resources.  After 
aU,  we  are  a  missionary 


denomination  in  the  world  with 
unlimited  potential  resources. 

Each  of  die  previous  two 
years  more  than  1,000  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  had  been  sent  around 
die  world,  and  more  candidates 
were  in  the  process  of  appoint¬ 
ment  than  ever  before.  The  criti¬ 
cal  nature  of  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering®  became 
evident  as  never  before.  It  is  not 
just  providing  additional  sup- 

Krt  beyond  the  Cooperative 
>gram  to  underwrite  die  bud¬ 
get  of  the  International  Mission 
Board.  It  is  the  means  for  sup¬ 
porting  God-called  missionaries 
to  take  die  Gospel  to  a  lost  world. 

We  in  America  tend  to  take 
our  salvation  experience  for 
granted  as  most  of  us  have 
heard  the  Gospel  all  our  lives. 


Guest  Opinion:  1 

m 

Giving  to  reach 
the  world 

By  Jerry  Rankin,  President 
International  Mission  Board 

Yet  hundreds  of  people  groups 
have  never  had  a  Christian  wit¬ 
ness.  There  is  no  church  in  their 
town  or  neighborhood  and 
maybe  not  in  their  entire  region. 
_  That's  why  we  give:  to  send 
and  support  missionaries  to  reach 
the  whole  world.  11118  year's 
international  missions  emphasis 
is  on  West  Africa,  a  region  that 
desperately  needs  more  mission¬ 
ary  personnel.  You  will  read 
about  the  Wokrf,  Songhai,  Tuareg, 
Fulani  and  others  —  but  what 


will  it  take  to  reach  all  1,600  tribes 
andjpeoples  erf  West  Africa? 

God  is  moving  in  our  world, 
using  natural  disasters,  war, 
political  upheaval,  and  other 
changes  to  open  closed  doors.  In 
this  issue  you  will  read  of  "Last 
Frontier"  missionaries  —  people 
with  a  pioneer  spirit  who  take 
the  Gospel  to  difficult  places  in 
spite  of  hardship  and  isolation. 

What  will  it  take  to  reach  the 
world  for  Christ?  God  is  doing 
His  part  in  stirring  world  events 


to  create  a  spiritual  hunger  in 
people  who  are  searching  for 
hope  only  Jesus  can  provide.  God 
Ls  calling  out  missionaries  from 
our  churches,  but  will  we  give  to 
support  them  and  take  the 
Gospel  to  die  ends  of  the  earth? 

For  the  last  three  years 
Southern  Baptists  have  stepped 
up  to  a  new  dimension  of  giving 
to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering,  but  there  is  a  price  for 
gaining  access  and  placing  mis¬ 
sionaries  among  unreached  peo¬ 
ple  groups.  Penetrating  lostness 
can  be  directly  linked  to  missions 
giving.  Without  the  support, 
missionaries  cannot  go. 

One  hundred  percent  of  the 
Lottie  Moon  offering  is  used  in 
the  overseas  budget.  Meeting 
the  goal  of  $150  million  in  2006 
can  assure  significant  progress 
in  our  task  of  reaching  the 
world.  As  you  read  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  how  God  is 
working,  realize  it  is  because 
we  pray  and  we  give.  We  are  all 
a  part  of  reaching  the  world. 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  0  fering 


Missionaries  use  technology,  footwork 


BURKINA  FASO,  West  f  **  X*  W  / 

Africa  —  Southern  Baptist  mis-  1^ 

sionaries  David  and  la  mi  ^%lSs 

Wood  rumble  down  a  deserted  •;»  ,  ,7*.  .  J  ; 

dirt  road  somewhere  in  the  fsgf  •  *.  »,  .  “  !  >•  %•; 

southwestern  corner  of  Burkina  fj||  ”  (  *  ,  ''•-***; 

Faso.  All  they  can  see  from  their  ‘  «  f 

truck  are  hills  and  high  grass.  |jh|  ;*  ’  ^ 

With  a  map  and  Global  jf;  u  "<  >'  !’  *  \  .  Ti 

Positioning  System  (C.PS)  l '[  ’  ’  “  '  ;  ; 

equipment  in  hand,  they're 

searching  tor  the  Senufo  people  >ft|§  '  •*  ‘  *  T'G 

group  Right  now,  any  signs  of  B»,  €ws"*‘  .  “  1  ,  ,  ,„.^v 

life  would  be  good.  In  this  part  -M  I  1  t  • 

ol  West  Africa,  a  good  sense  of  KL|  ’*  fl  ,  ,  “t  |  '  {’-#1 

direction  and  four-wheel  drive  ,  ,  *  *  .  i*  •  « 

fake  them  only  so  far.  fjw'" '  •  **,  ,"t  „  ,T*  J 

With  a  different  language  •  *,  ,,  >  .  ,i .  S 

and  culture  around  nearly  K ¥  J"  ,  ’  ,  ,  ,  ; 

every  mud  hut,  them  is  one  ‘‘  !•  .  ,  , 

thing  that  links  most  of  the  oeo-  P||G*  1  *  t  i 

pie  they  encounter:  a  need  tor  .pip',,,  ’<  •  (i  ,,  ,  **  *  !  ,*  (  j 

faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

"(Some  groups)  live  every  ivJC ,'V,  | " , |„;‘t , j '  .  ,  1 

day  in  fear  of  spirits  and  forces  '  •  •  p  •  t  p  '  ! 

that  are  beyond  their  control,"  d*‘  ,  I  ,  ' 

says  David  Wood,  who  has  |Y  *  1 

served  w  ith  his  wife  in  West  |jL£ '  w  *  * 

Africa  for  more  than  12  years. 

"They  sacrifice  chickens  and  rpri/lkl._ ._  ,  __  .  _  , 
goats,  and  they  (waste)  the  little  SEEKING  THE  LOST  Asp*1*  gf 

bit  of  money  they’ve  got  on  2SSIl£ 

charlatans."  minewhichhave  the  greatest  new 

As  members  of  the  "engage-  hce  either  Islam  or  African  traditio 

ment  team,"  the  Woods  are  - — 

researching  81  different  people  Some  of  these  Senufo  groups 

groups  throughout  Burkina  have  significant  evangelical 
Faso  and  several  other  West  work  among  them.  Others  have 
African  countries.  They,  and  no  pastors,  no  churches,  no 
other  Southern  Baptist  mission-  believers  and  no  Bibles  in  their 
aries  in  West  Africa,  determine  language.  Most  of  them  also 
which  ones  have  the  greatest  vary  in  language,  history  and 
need  for  evangelical  work.  culture,  making  a  cohesive 

The  plan  is  for  Baptist  approach  unlikely, 
churches  in  the  United  States  to  Saying  you  are  Senufo  is 
adopt  groups  with  populations  like  saying  you  are  from 
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am,  David  and  Tami  Wood 
luding  the  Senufo,  to  deter- 
of  Jesus,  most  Senufo  prac- 


with  those  evangelical  gro 
already  working. 

Wood  describes  his  worl 
putting  together  a  puzzle, 
research  one  people  grc 


compile  every  scrap  ot  tntor-  tne  people  groups  —  an  tnou-  * 
matron  they  can  about  the  sand  plus  in  West  Africa."  unt 

Senufo  to  determine  if  they  One  of  the  Senufo  groups  key 
already  have  an  evangelical  in  Burkina  Faso  with  the  wh< 
presence  in  the  area.  Of  all  81  greatest  need  for  the  Gospel  is  the 
peoples  the  Woods  are  study-  the  Western  Karaboro,  a  peo- 
ing,  five  of  them  fall  under  the  pie  of  about  16,000.  The  looi 
Senufo  grouping.  Woods  hope  churches  will  rest 

The  Senufo  divide  into  15  become  burdened  and  begin  a  saic 
smaller  groups  that  scatter  committed  effort  to  take  the  brir 
across  Burkina  Faso,  COte  Gospel  to  them.  to  s 

d’Ivoire,  Ghana,  Niger,  and  >.  "There  are  no  churches,"  do 
Mali.  Five  of  the  smaller  Wood  says.  "There’s  little  evan-  wit 
groups  are  found  in  Burkina  gelical  presence,  and  that’s 
Faso  alone.  where  we  suggest  a  church  gets  _ 


Baptist  Memorial  Health  Systems  in  Memphis,  which  is  1/3  owned  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  raises  eyebrows  because  of  a  contract 
through  a  Desoto  County  branch  hospital  to  provide  health  care  services 
for  employees  of  Grand  Casino  in  TUnica. 


Preliminary  reports  indicate  Southern  Baptist  churches  baptized 
364,000  new  believers  during  1986,  ending  a  four-year  decline  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  baptisms  reported. 


The  Baptist  Sunday  School  board  announces  the  first  publication  of  Home 
Life,  a  Christian  family  magazine,  which  will  contain  "stories  of  successful 
Christian  homes,  poems  with  a  lift  and  articles  by  able  fathers  and  mothers.” 


December  21,  2006 
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The  Blessing  of  Giving 


what  you  would  like  to  give, 
please  realize  that  giving  goes 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


toy  catalog  would  arrive  at  decreasing  experiences  of  joy,  ever  had  opportunity  he  was  than  it  is  the  Jesus  way.  Let  me 

your  house  and  your  imagina-  love,  and  meaningful  relation-  going  to  be  one  of  those  people  encourage  you  to  try  giving  in 

tions  would  be  stirred  into  a  ships.  This  2006  Christmas  who  would  give  to  others.  That  this  fashion  this  Christmas, 

frenzy  by  just  looking  at  the  Season  we  are  reminded  again  is  what  he  has  done  for  years.  •  Give  a  gift  anonymously  to 

possibilities  of  what  you  might  of  this  glowing  and  glonous  He  went  on  to  be  a  successful  someone  about  whom  you  may 
receive.  Now  kids  can  just  turn  truth  that  "It  is  more  blessed  businessman,  but  until  this  know,  but  you  actually  do  not 

on,  click  on,  and  walk  through  to  give  then  to  receive."  year  he  had  gone  unnoticed,  know.  Commit  at  the  outset 

a  virtual  store  packed  not  with  Many  news  outlets  have  car-  unnamed,  ana  unidentified,  never  to  reveal  that  you  gave  it. 

toys  but  with  electronic,  magi-  ried  the  story  of  the  secret  touching  people's  lives  and  Do  not  reveal  it  to  your  mends, 

cal  gadgets  that  only  have  Santa.  This  is  the  fellow  who  offering  them  hope,  a  sense  of  family,  or  to  the  person  to 

numbers  or  letters  —  stuff  like  lives  in  Kansas  City  and  for  dignity,  and  the  passing  bless-  whom  you  gave  it.  Just  give  it 

PSP  and  IPod.  Today's  post-  years  he  has  gone  to  various  ing  to  know  that  somebody  and  let  it  go. 
post  modem  kid  with  one  foot  places,  walked  among  people  really  cares  about  them.  •  Prepare  an  appropriate 

m  Christmas  and  the  other  one  who  are  less  fortunate,  and  You  may  not  have  millions  gift  and  have  it  ready  to  share 
in  cyberspace  is  no  less  excited  handed  out  $100  bills.  The  story  to  pass  out,  but  this  Christmas  with  someone  you  do  not 
about  what  he  or  she  might  get  all  began  35  years  ago  when  if  you  can  ever  get  past  the  get-  know  and  probably  will  never 
for  Christmas,  but  die  greatest  Larry  Stewart  was  broke,  ting  to  the  giving  phase  you  see  again.  • 
joy  comes  when  we  learn  to  homeless,  and  hungry.  He  will  find  a  world  bigger,  fuller,  •  If  by  chance  you  are  going 

give.  It  is  strange  that  we  take  walked  into  a  Dixie  Diner  in  and  richer  than  you  ever  imag-  to  be  traveling  over  the  holi- 
so  long  in  learning  the  lesson  of  Houston,  Ms.  His  plan  was  to  ined.  Larry  Stewart  is  now  m  days,  be  prepared  at  least  one 
giving  and  then  we  try  to  com-  order  a  meal,  eat,  and  pretend  the  process  of  battling  cancer,  time  to  bless  someone  you  may 
municate  that  wonderful  truth  that  he  had  lost  his  wallet  and  but  it  did  not  deter  him  from  see  in  a  Dixie  Diner  experience, 
to  others.  Jesus  told  His  disci-  was  unable  to  pay.  He  did  go  doing  what  he  has  always  Have  you  ever  quietly  paid  for 
pies  and  taught  His  followers  into  die  diner,  he  aid  order  the  done  —  giving.  In  fact,  ne  someone's  meal  who  may  be 
that  "It  is  more  blessed  to  give  food  and  eat,  but  then  a  single  made  trips  from  Kansas  to  seated  across  the  room  from 
than  to  receive"  (Acts  20&5).  act  of  kindness  by  a  man  Chicago  and  there  he  found  you  —  someone  you  didn't 
Still  most  of  us  have  to  climb  named  Ted  Horn  changed  the  groups  of  folks  that  needed  to  even  know?  You  got  up  and  left 
over  the  mountain  of  our  own  direction  of  Larry  Stewarts'  life,  receive  but  more  importantly  and  they  were  shocked, 
selfishness,  our  own  covetous  Ted  Hom  owned  the  diner  and  Larry  needed  to  give.  His  face  blessed,  and  looking  around  to 
spirit  that  clings  to  the  interpre-  realized  Stewart  had  no  money,  lights  up  when  he  talks  about  see  who  paid  the  bill.  They  may 
tatioit  of  life  that  honestly  He  leaned  down  and  picked  up  not  getting  but  giving.  He  is  no  never  know,  but  you  will  never 
believes  that  it  is  more  blessed  a  twenty  dollar  bill  that  he  pre-  longer  a  secret  and  ne  is  not  forget  the  blessing  of  giving 
to  get  than  to  give.  There  is  no  tended  that  Larry  Stewart  may  really  Santa,  but  he  has  plant-  Don't  stop  there!  Let  God 

proliferation  of  items  that  carry  have  dropped.  He  handed  it  to  ed  in  his  heart  the  secret  that  move  your  heart  into  new, 
the  motto,  "It's  all  about  me.  Larry  saying,  "I  think  you  Jesus  sought  to  reveal  to  us.  growing,  and  larger  experi- 
They  seem  to  be  everywhere  dropped  this,"  or  something  For  those  of  you  who  have  an  ences  or  jew  in  learning  to  give. 

yOu  look  and  growing.  like  mat.  Stewart  paid  for  his  analytical  and  calculating  mind  It  is  more  blessed  to  give. 

Your  world  may  be  all  meal  and  left,  going  on  his  way  and  you  can  quickly  figure  out  - 

about  you  and  getting  is  your  not  so  much  thankful  that  he  that  you  have  already  overspent  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 

theme,  but  if  so  you  will  live  had  received  but  the  seed  was  the  budget  and  there  is  not  P.O.  Box  5 30,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
in  an  environment  of  ever  planted  in  his  heart  that  if  he  enough  wherewithal!  to  give  0530.  E-mail:  jfutralQmbcb.org. 


Christ 


Requests  the 
Honor  of 
i  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.)  , 

- y 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he, gave  the  right  to  become 
anldren  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.“  ( John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


NOBTS  bivo  music  class  open  for  enrollment 

•January  22  begins  the  seventh  of  eight  bivocational  music  courses  The  seventh  course.  Survey  of  Church  Music  Resources,  will 
at  six  locations  in  Mississippi  sponsored  by  New  Orleans  Seminary.  meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours  for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at  the 
r?  >  The  eight  courses  are:  Song  leading;  Worship  Planning;  Reading  following  locations  and  times: 

Music:  Rhythm /Pitch;  Reading  Music:  Harmony /Melody;  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison  -  beginning  January  22  (7-9 

Hvmnology;  Music  Administration  /  Staff  Relations;  Survey  of  p.m.).  Jimmy  McCaleb,  teacher.  (601)  924-1233. 

Music  Resources;  and  Class  Voice.  First  Church,  Boone vi lie  —  beginning  January  22  (7-9  pan.). 

These  courses  are  designed  to  provide  basic  training  for  bivo-  -  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher;  (662)  728-62/2. 
cational  music  directors  and  other  musk  leaders  in  churches.  Northcrest  Church,  Meridian  —  beginning  January  22  (6:30  - 

The  eight  courses  meet  two  hours  per  week.  Each  course  is  0:30  p.m.).  Buddy  McElroy,  teacher.  (601)  681-6615;  (601)  679-188 7. 


MSAudlOLLC 


AUBURN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  TUPELO;  and  aver  70,000  members.  Resumes 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  Minister  of  may  be  sent  to:  Search  Committee:  6530 
Children/Education.  All  applicants  Dogwood  View  Itorkway;  Jackson,  MS 
please  submit  resume  to  Auburn  39213.  Deadline  for  receiving  resumes 

Baptist  Church  1130  Road  93 1  Tupelo,  is  March  1,  2007. _ 

MS  38604. _ _  EAST  PHRADOPMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

THE  METRO  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  slu¬ 
ts  seeking  resumes  for  the  position  of  dent/youth  minister.  Seminary  degree 
Associations!  Missions  Director.  Metro  preferred.  If  interested,  send  resume  to 
Association  comprises  Hinds  and  mcheathamRchoctaw.org  or  call  Mark 
Madison  counties.  MBA  has  82  churches  Cheatham  at  (601)  650-9271. 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


IVooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
msaudio@jamjT.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Senegal  boys  given  up  to  beg  on  streets,  study  Quran 


SENEGAL,  West  Africa — 
It's  a  tough  life  for  a  kid.  You 
wake  in  the  darkness  before 
dawn  and  roll  off  a  wooden 
pallet,  one  of  the  “beds”  you 
share  with  30  other  boys  on 
the  dirt  floor  of  a  grimy,  three- 
room  dwelling. 

You  rub  your  eyes,  eat  some¬ 
thing  -  if  there's  anything  to 
eat  -  and  begin  chanting  verses 
from  the  Quran,  Islanvs  holy 
book.  You  have  no  idea  what 
the  Arabic  words  mean,  but 
you  chant  diem  over  and  over. 
You  remember  the  day  your 
mother  brought  you  to  this 
place  and  handed  you  over  to 
the  “serigne”  (suh-REEN),  your 
Muslim  teacher. 

"I  don't  want  to  see  him 
again  until  he  knows  the 
Quran,”  she  had  told  die 
serigne,  following  custom. 
With  tears  in  her  eyes,  she 

Cried  your  trembling  fingers 
lose  from  her  hand  and  hur¬ 
ried  away. 

You  were  five  years  old.  You 
won't  see  her  again  for  a 
decade  or  more,  if  ever. 

The  chanting  done,  you  set 
out  into  the  sandy  streets  of 
Yoff,  a  sprawling  section  of 
Dakar,  capital  of  the  West 
African  nation  of  Senegal. 
Carrying  an  empty  tomato 
can,  you  spend  much  of  the 
day  begging  under  the  white- 
hot  sun.  People  drop  sugar 
cubes,  food,  or  perhaps  a  coin 
or  two  into  your  can,  fulfilling 
their  duty  as  Muslims  to  give 
alms  to  me  poor. 

If  you  return  without  a  full 
can,  you  risk  a  caning  across 
your  back 

You  are  a  “talibe”  (TAL-ee- 
bay),  which  means  "student" 
The  word  comes  from  the 
same  Arabic  root  word  as 
"Taliban,"  the  radical  Islamic 
"students"  who  ruled 
Afghanistan  before  being 
overthrown  in  2001.  In  theory, 
you  are  a  student  of'*  die 
Quran,  learning  to  be  a  ser¬ 


vant  of  Islam  through  poverty 
and  humility. 

In  reality,  you  are  a  beggar. 

Thousands  of  ragged  talibes 
wander  the  streets  of  Senegal. 
Community  leaders  push  to 
end  the  talibe  system  from  time 
to  time,  but  it  remains 
entrenched  in  Senegalese 
Muslim  sodety.  Some  talibes 
are  treated  relatively  well  by 
their  serigne  teachers;  others 
are  neglected  or  worse. 

Do  poverty-stricken  parents 
give  young  sons  to  be  talibes 
tor  religious  reasons,  or 
because  they  are  too  poor  to 
feed  another  child? 

"They  say  it's  religious," 
answers  a  Senegalese  Baptist 
layman  who  ministers  to  tal¬ 
ibes  through  a  church  in  Dakar. 
"But  it's  hunger." 

On  this  day,  however;  the 
talibe  boys  erf  Yoff  are  in  for  a 
pleasant  surprise.  As  they  trick¬ 
le  back  from  pegging,  they  get  a 
warm  welcome  from  regular 
visitors:  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Cal  Mclntire  and 
David  and  Cheryl  Johnson. 
With  die  missionaries  are  a 
group  of  student  volunteers 
from  Southwest  Baptist 
University  in  Bolivar;  Mo. 

The  Southwest  volunteers, 
assisted  by  some  laughing  tal¬ 
ibe  boys  and  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  Kids,  set  about  hauling 
buckets  of  gravel  and  broken 
rock  into  the  dormitory  to 
wrinkle  across  the  dirt  floor. 
Tnen  they  spread  sand  and  wet 
concrete  over  the  top.  When  it 
dries,  die  boys  have  a  dean  sur¬ 
face  on  which  to  lay  the  new 
1  foam  sleeping  pallets  their  visi¬ 
tors  have  Drought. 

Later;  the  boys  drop  their 
clothes  into  buckets  of 

S  water.  Standing  naked 
sheets,  they  bashfully 
submit  to  medicated  treatment 
repeated  over  three  days,  of  the 
scabies  that  ravages  their  skin. 

The  contagious  skin  disease, 
spread  by  mites,  flourishes  on 


seldom-washed  skin  and 
clothing,  causing  agoniz¬ 
ing  itching  and  pain. 

The  volunteers  fight 
back  tears  as  they  gently 
apply  the  soap  and  med¬ 
ication  to  the  boys'  dis¬ 
figured  skin.  When 
they're  done,  they  hand 
out  new  clothes  and  bags 
with  toothbrushes  and 
other  basics. 

"These  kids  are  in  pret- 

&bad  shape,  health-wise,” 
ivid  Johnson  says.  "In 
addition  to  malnutrition, 
they  have  all  kinds  of  skin 
problems,  mostly  from 
slewing  in  die  sand." 

Tney  also  crave  atten¬ 
tion  and  love.  They  come 
running  whenever 

Mclntire,  an  easygoing 
guy  with  a  ready  smile, 
visits  their  neighborhood. 

"The  little  ones  almost 
never  have  anyone  just 
hold  them,"  explains 
Mclntire,  rubbing  the  back 
of  a  talibe  boy  dinging  to 
his  neck.  "David  and  I  do 
that  as  much  as  we  can  — 
just  hold  'em  and  hug  'em.” 

While  they  work  to 
improve  living  conditions 
for  the  talibes,  tne  Southwest 
students  also  participate  in 
the  "ministry  of  touch." 

"I  did  a  lot  of  picking 
little  kids  up,  putting  them 
on  my  shoulders,  lifting 
diem  nigh  in  the  air  ana 
stuff,"  says  volunteer 
Jarrod  Easterwood,  age  22. 

"1  loved  it  just  spending 
time  with  die  kids.  That's 
what  they  love.  They  don't 
get  a  whole  lot  of  ftr 
As  good  as  such  min¬ 
istry  feels,  it's  not  just  fed- 

Ud  in  Oilat  Smgrf.  me  m  v 

(LAY-boo)  people  of  West  They  spend  most  of  thew  days,  however, 

Africa,  who  live  mo6dy  in  - - - - : 

Senegal.  Islamic  arid  tradition-  Mclntire  and  his  co-workers 
ally  fishermen,  the  Lebou  set-  have  won  many  Lebou  friends 

_ _  tied  the  coastal  peninsu-  in  Yoff.  On  this  day,  at  least  10 

la,  where  bustling  Dakar  neighborhood  residents  pass- 
now  sits,  centuries  ago.  ing  t>y  pronounce  blessings  on 
More  than  18,000  of  the  missionaries  and  volunteers 


diem  live  in  Yoff. 

Through  working 
with  die  talibes,  who 
have  -  special  signifi¬ 
cance  to  the  greater 
community,  and  other 
children's  ministries. 


for  helping  the  talibe. 

"We  'love  on'  the  kids  in 
order  to  share  Jesus  with  the  par¬ 
ents,"  Mclntire  explains.  "We're 
able  to  come  in  and  do  more  of 
what  we  want  to  do  after  we  do 
something  like  this.  The  people 


on  the 


here  know  we  care  about  them." 

There  are  only  a  handful  of 
Christian  believers  among  the 
Lebou  so  far;  but  the  first  Lebou 
home  fellowship  recently 
began  in  Yoff.  Mclntire  hopes  to 
see  four  or  five  more  meeting 


One  day,  die  talibes  may  be 
liberated  from  their  service. 
Meanwhile,  the  Lebou  are 
hearing  about  die  liberating 
love  of  Christ. 


MINISTRY  TO  NEGLECTED  -  Southern  Baptist 
and  teRs  with  *talfoe*  street  boys  in  Dakar,  Senegal 
University  volunteers  prepare  bam  of  food  for  tee 
neojectea  boys  is  a  ministry  in  itsot,  and  it  opens  hear 
Lebou  community  in  Dakar;  (1MB  photo! 


Cheryi  Johnson  sits 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering* 

National  Goal:  $150  million 

... 

* 

Our  Goal: _ 


December  21, 2006 


Fin  Kicoun 


hosted  Jim  and  Kay  Harless, 
who  served  as  missionaries’* 
in- residence  Dec  3-6  as  a 
part  of  the  season  of  prayer 
tor  International  Missions. 
The  couple  made  presenta¬ 
tions  at  five  churches  and 
two  associational  events, 
and  are  on  retirement  fur¬ 
lough  after  35  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  in  Colombia. 


3.  Grandview  Church,  Pearl, 
recently  held  its  hanging  of 
the  green.  The  congregation 
joined  the  youth,  elemen¬ 
tary,  and  preschool  children 
in  decorating  the  sanctuary 
and  in  singing  carols. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

4.  Jasper  Association  recently 
hosted  the  Power  Team  as  a 
county  wide  crusade.  One 
of  its  members,  Riley  Israel 
was  the  guest  speaker  at 
Lake  Como  Chyrch  during 
the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Shown  are  pastor 


Darrell  Pal 


Indian  Springs  Church, 
Jones  Association,  recently 
observed  preschool  recogni¬ 
tion  for  parent  and  church 
commitment  for  the  newest 
preschoolers.  Shown  are 
Rady  and  Hayden  McGill 
Abbey  Glasscock,  Makenzie 
Williams  and  Rase  Jones 
with  their  families. 


6.  First  Church,  Ripley, 
ordained  Steve  Cohea  to 
the  ministry  Dec.  3.  Shown 
are  transitional  pastor  P.J. 
Scott  Cohea,  Donna  Cohea, 
and  BUI  McCreary.  *'r 

7.  Slayden  Church,  Slayden, 
sponsored  a  Trunk  or  Treat 
event  Nov.  30.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants.  ‘ 

8.  Matt  Leach,  right  minister 
of  music  at  Lakeshorv 
Church,  Jackson,  is  shown 
presenting  a  stained  glass 
cross  to  Danny  Rutland, 
who  had  served  the  church 
for  ten  months  as  interim 


9.  Vernal  Church,  George 
County,  recently  began  a 


were  enrolled  in  two 
months.  Pastor  Willie  Wimbs 
states  that  this  effort  brought 
life  to  a  church  that  was  on 
the  brink  of  death.  Shown  is 
Betty  Wimbs  presenting  the 
first  graduate,  Jessica 
Stewart  her  diploma,  along 
with  other  dass  members. 

10.  Prkeville  Church,  Ifcpelo, 
ordained  Ken  Barron  as 
deacon  Sept.  26. 


New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  has  announced  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Robert  S.  Magee 
Doctoral  Fellowship  in  honor  of  the 
late  Robert  S.  Magee  for  his  fifty 

Sars  of  pastoral  ministry  to 
uthem  Baptists,  including  34 
years  as  pastor  of  Temple  Baptist 
Church  in  Ruston,  La.  The  fund,  the 
first  of  its  kind  for  NOBTS,  will 
award  fellowships  to  new  and  cur¬ 
rently  enrolled  students  in  the  insti¬ 
tution's  research  doctoral  program. 
Awards  will  be  based  upon  the  stu¬ 
dent'  s  academic  achievement  and 
scholarly  potential.  NOBTS  admin¬ 
istrators  believe  the  fund  will  help 
in  recruiting  top  quality  students. 
For  information  on  how  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  Robert  S.  Magee 
Doctoral  Fellowship  contact  the 
Office  for  Institutional 
Advancement  at  New  Orleans 


1.  King,  Burnett  Ward,  Bounds,  and  Musgrove,  WCU 


1.  Tommy  King,  acting  president  of  Century  Mississippi  Schoolhouse 

William  Carey  University;  Ben  Forum  held  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 

Bumett,  principal  of  Oak  Grove  pus  of  WCU.  Fourteen  new  mem- 

Middle  School  and  vice  president  of  hers  were  initiated  into  the  Pine  Belt 

Phi  Delta  Kappa  International  Gamma  Gamma  Chapter  of  PDKI. 

Education  Society;  Patricia  Ward, 

dean  of  the  WCU  school  of  educa-  2.  William  Carey  University  student 
tion;  Melody  Bounds,  Mississippi  Nathan  Sumrall  of  Hattiesburg  won 

Department  of  Education  Special  the  Collegiate  Artist  Competition  in 

Education  representative;  ana  for-  Piano  at  the  Mississippi  Music 

mer  Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove  Teachers  Association  (MMTA)  fall 

for  photographs  before  the  convention  held  recently  at 

Education  Society  21st  Millsaps  College. 


Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  4.  Martin  Recognized  for  service,  BMC 

(504)  282-4455,  ext.  3252. 

4.  Bobby  P.  Martin,  president  and  CEO 

of  The  Peoples  Bank  of  Ripley,  was  During  his  tenure,  Martin  has  partic-  . 

recognized  by  die  Blue  Mountain  ipatea  in  two  major  events  in  the 

College  ana  the  BMC  National  College's  history,  m  2001,  he  served 

Alumnae  Association  during  recent  on  the  President  Search  Committee 

Founder's  Day  activities.  Martin  has  that  saw  the  College  inaugurate  its 

served  as  a  member  of  BMCs  Board  first  woman  president.  He  also 

of  Trustees  for  18  years  during  which  served  as  Chair  of  the  Board  of 

time  he  served  eight  years  on  the  Trustees  in  2005  when  the  College 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  became  a  fully  coeducational  institu- 

and  five  years  as  Chair  of  the  Board.  tion  of  higher  learning. 


11.  GAs,  North  Winona  Church,  Winona 


f 


N 


lsi  For  Tin  Ri cord 


11.  The  lst-6th  grade  GAs  of 
North  Winona  Church, 
Winona,  recently  enjoyed 
decorating  ana  sharing 
Lottie  Moon  teacakes  dur¬ 
ing  their  study  of  interna¬ 
tional  missions.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

12.  Acteens  from  Liberty 
Church,  New  Albany,  host¬ 
ed  a  Worldcraft  party  Oct.  25, 
raising  $300.  The  girls 
dressed  in  native  costumes, 
tried  food  from  different 
countries,  and  held  a  Mission 
Quest  project  to  study  about 
different  countries. 

13.  First  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
recently  ordained  Kevin 
Erikson,  Jimmy  Pickens, 
and  Jeremy  Tillman  as  dea¬ 
cons.  Shown  are  Erikson, 
Pickens,  Tillman  and  pastor 
Doug  Broome. 

14.  The  RAs  of  First  Church, 
Holly  Springs,  observed 
RA  emphasis  week  by  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service. 
The  Lads  and  Crusaders 
competed  in  an  annual 
derby  car  race,  with 
Zachary  Sorrell  placing  as 
overall  grand  champion. 
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14.  RAs,  First  Church,  Holly  Springs 


1.  Rex  Yancey  will  become  the  pas- 
,  tor  of  First  Church,  Ripley, 
January  14,  2007.  He  has  Men 
the  pastor  of  First  Church, 


13.  Deacon  Ordinations,  First  Church,  Wzoo  City 


Blue  Mountain  College,  and 
earned  his  master  of  divinity 
and  doctor  of  ministry  degrees 
from  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  He  has 
been  President  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Yancey 
served  two  years  as  President  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  He  nas  authored 
two  books.  Jerked  Up  and 
Called,  and  Hot  off  die  Press, 
Post  Katrina  Thoughts. 


Hospital  struggles  to  treat  ailing  Ghanans 


GHANA,  West  Africa  —  All  them  in  the 
eyes  focus  on  missionary  sur-  name  of  Christ, 
geon  Danny  Crawley  as  he  what  is  the 
navigates  an  obstacle  course  of  point  of  it?" 
beds  and  sick  children  at  the  Without  four 
Baptist  Medical  Center  in  doctors  on  staff, 
Naierieu,  Ghana.  the  hospital  is 

With  only  one  other  doctor,  a  unable  to  main- 
handful  of  assistants,  and  vol-  tain  a  consistent 
unteers  working  that  day,  a  ministry  pres- 
"doctor  sighting  is  a  significant  ence  among  the 
moment  to  those  desperate  for  villages  in  the 
medical  attention.  Wnile  mak-  area.  It  hasn't 
ing  his  rounds,  Crawley  tends  to  always  been 
as  many  patients  as  possible  this  wav  for  the 
for  surgery.  The  hospital  that 

ear 


others  will  have  to  wait.  each 

Understaffed  and  over-  attracts  t 
whelmed  by  the  daily  influx  of  sands  of  p< 
patients,  the  hospital  struggles  from  four 
to  fill  an  empty  position  and  ferent  countries, 
attract  volunteers  while  meet-  Nearly  three 
ing  the  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  of  patients.  In  2005,  the 
hospital  saw  more  than  72,000 

Kitients  and  performed  more  falling 
an  3,500  major  and  minor  p’ 
surgeries.  The  staff  hopes  more  n< 

Southern  Baptists  will  respond  p 
to  these  needs  soon.  y< 

"Even  if  I  stop  and  pray  with 
a  patient,  I  feel  like  I'm  slowing 
down  the  process,"  said 
Crawley,  who  sets  aside  one  day  hospital's 
a  week  with  his  wife  Mary  Jane  The  addition  boosted  the 
to  share  Bible  stories  in  area  vil¬ 
lages,  "but  if  we're  not  letting  "She  had  a  wonderful  ministry,  too  far;  go  back  to  where  you 
mem  know  that  we're  helping  and  she  related  so  well  to  the  came  from'?"  asks  Friesen,  hospi- 

patients,"  says  former  hospital  tal  administrator  for  the  past  five 
administrator  Patricia  Friesen.  years.  "Where  will  (they)  go?" 


Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering* 
National  Goal: 

$150  million 

Our  Goal: 


years  ago,  W  i#* 

t0iJ^  PACKED  WAITING  ROOM  —  A  mass  of  people 
Iff!!8  fnr  Baptist  Medical  Centre  in  Naierigu,  Ghana.  Three  I 
E  |  ctaff  a  facility.  Medical  missionaries  hope  Southern  Baptis 
promising  4^  iSTpewoffnet 

year-old  doctor  - 

named  Janette  Shackles  had  istry  opportunities  in  area  vil- 
come  on  board  to  reduce  the  lages.  Providing  quality  care, 
demanding  workload  of  the  however,  brings  nuge  responsi- 
ee  doctors.  bility.  Turning  a  patient  away 

isn't  an  option. 

morale  of  a  worn-out  staff.  "Do  we  tell  them,  'You  came 


aecial)  —  The  Mississippi  ft 
host  an  Anniversary  and  I 
um.-3  p*m.  on  February  1 7  in 


00  years  in  2007,  2008,  or  2009,  are  encouraged 
cnufcnes  3fc  inviieo. 

fll  Include  The  Value  of  Celebrating  Significant 
The  Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Writir*  a  Church  History; 
logy  in  PUnninjj^a  Significant  Anniversary;  and  me 

two  will  include  speakers  from  churches  who  have 
pincant  anniversaries. 

-  --  _ _  information,  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Historical  Commission  at  P.O.  Box  4024,  Clinton,  MS  39058. 
Telephone:  (601)  925-3434.  E-mail:  mbhc9mc.edu. 


ment  on  the  facility's  front  lawn 
honors  his  work.  Faile  refers  to 
his  father  as  a  "big  inspiration" 
in  his  life.  He  said  he  still 
desires  to  finish  the  work  to 
which  God  has  called  him. 

,  "I  feel  like  I  have  a  lot  invest¬ 
ed  here,"  he  says. 

Hospital  administration  rec¬ 
ognizes  the  doctors  need  more 
time  off  and  more  time  for  min- 


Triadof 
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BAPTISTS 


Bible  Drill. 

•  BUe  Drill  phamptets  for  Ybuth  Bible  DrilL 

•  BMe  Drill  phamplets  ior  Adult  BMe  DrilL 

•  The  book.  Speaker  Bower  How  to  Get  H  and 


All  materials  listed  are  provided  by  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  at  no  charge  to 
lississippi  Baptist  churches.  For  more  information 


contact  Debbie  Brashier  in 


MBCB  Disci  pleship  and  Family  Ministry 

_ 2  at  P.O.  Box  530L  Jackson.  MS  >»205-053<J 

(601)  292-3284  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 


Bibliocipher 

*  Chafes  afem  iftt  -ioa 


McCormick,  and  Laura 
Leigh  Bingham.  Wilson's 
speech  was  videotaped 
during  the  2006 

Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Night  this  past  summer  at 
the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in 
Jackson,  while  McCormick's  and 
Bingham's  speeches  were  recorded 
during  the  Growing  Churches 
conference  at  Patterson  Place  on  the 
grounds  of  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 


ext,  284. 
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King  times  Version  Mtfe  verse  has 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Jesus,  God's  Greatest  Gift 


away  privately,  not  to  was  troubled,  "all  Jerusalem  from  Christmas  —  Herod's 
disgrace  her;  an  angel  with  him*  worried.  After  the  kind  is  still  around. 
appeared  to  him  in  a  first  gift  of  Christinas  was  bom 

dream.  The  angel  in  Bethlehem  in  the  days  of  4.  Worship  Jesus 

revealed  to  Joseph  King  Herod,  the  wise  men  from  (Matthew  2^-11) 

that  Mary,  a  virgin,  the  east  arrived  in  Jerusalem.  The  Scripture  reveals  that  die 

would  bear  a  son  and  Herod  the  Great  ruled  over  the  star  was  visible  to  the  wise  men 
His  name  would  be  Jews  from  37  to  4  B.C.  The  wise  (magi)  as  they  trekked  toward 
Jesus.  The  angel  gave  men  guided  by  the  star  came  to  Bethlehem.  As  they  traveled  the 
Joseph  the  direction  see  the  child  sing.  Many  Bible  star  guided  diem  to  Jesus.  By 
he  needed.  Through  scholars  believe  that  the  wise  die  time  die  wise  men  arrived  in 
the  miraculous  con-  men  were  from  Persia  (modem  Bethlehem,  Mary  and  infant 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  day  Iran).  The  Bible  does  not  Jesus  were  living  in  a  house, 
s  conceived  in  Maty's  give  a  number  of  how  many  When  they  saw  Jesus  they  fell  to 
he  angel  also  revealed  wise  men  brought  gifts.  Vw  the  ground  and  worshiped  him. 
i  that  die  child  was  to  assume  since  there  were  three  After  worship  took  place,  gifts 
Immanuel  (God  with  gifts  there  were  three  Magi  or  of  gold,  franmnCense  and  myrrh 
iah  7:14.  As  Joseph  wise  men.  It  was  no  surprise  were  given  to  Jesus.  These  gifts 
om  his  dream,  he  was  the  ruthless  murderer;  Herod,  were  suitable  for  a  king. 
d  walk  by  hath.  Think  wanted  to  kill  Jesus.  Herod  Two  fulfillments  of  scrip- 

hat  faith  it  took  as  a  wanted  no  one  except  him  to  be  ture  are  found  in  the  early 
ghteous  man  and  the  called  die  "King  of  the  Jews.*  chapters  of  Matthew.  First, 

anger  Mary  to  obedi-  Have  you  ever  noticed  that  how  Jesus  was  bom  was  a  fol¬ 
low  the  path  God  had  the  Christmas  season  brings  fillment  of  scripture  and,  sec- 
to  them.  out  the  best  and  the  worst  in  ond,  where  He  was  bom  was  a 

people?  So  many  people  catch  fulfillment  of  prophecy. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Honoring  the  Savior's  Birth 

Matthew  l:l*-25a,  9-11 
i  A  If  x  milcr  Joseph.  His  earthly 


As  Christians,  may  we 
remember  “it  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive.*  I  pray 
you  will  have  a  Christ-centered 
Christinas  this  year.  Merry 


eking  the  King  the  ’’Christmas  spirit"  and  have 

Mhew  2:l-5a)  a  contagious  giving  spirit  of  joy, 

r  would  anyone  resist  hope  to  die  pooc  homeless,  aria 
>d  news  of  Jesus'  birth?  unto  the  least  of  our  society.  We 
had  his  selfish  reasons,  also  see  some  "Scrooges." 
rterod  learned  aoout  me  voices  prevail  mat  are  ano-reti- 
ien*s  quest  for  a  child  gfous,  anti-Christian  sentiment 
of  the  Jews*  he  was  dus  time  of  year.  Some  are  seri- 
ed."  When  King  Herod  ous  about  removing  “Christ* 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


to  the  Lord,  and  offer  a  by  die  widespread  rejection  of  speak  of  Him  to  all  those  who 
sacrifice.  When  Simeon  her  son,  Jesus.  He  would  cause  were  looking  for  the  redemp- 
saw  Jesus,  "He  took  the  fall  and  rise  of  many  in  tion  of  Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem.  Jesus  is  not  just  one  Simeon  and  Anna  were 
more  Jewish  child,  but  pivotal  for  advanced  in  age,  but 
faith.  Those  who  believe  in  Him  still  being  used  by 
rose  to  new  heights;  those  who 
rejected  Him  mil  into  darker 
despair.  No  person  can  be  neutral 
in  regard  to  Jesus.  We  must 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Salvation  for  All 

Luke  235-38 


were 

, _ _  _  Our 

senior  adults  have  much  wis¬ 

dom  and  many  experiences 
that  can  help  encourage  our 

^ _ _  __  young  people.  The  Bibie  tells 

vation,  which  Thou  has  accepT  Him  or  reject  Him.  Those  the  elders  to  instruct  the 
on  prepared  in  the  presence  who  reject  Him  and  do  not  younger  in  the  ways  of  God. 
of  all  peoples,  A  light  of  repent  will  fail.  Those  who  How  our  young  people  today 
Revelations  to  the  Gentiles,  and  receive  Him  will  rise.  If  God  con-  need  the  wisdom  ana  encour- 
the  glory  of  Thy  people  Israel.'"  victs  your  heart  that  Jesus  is  the  agement  of  our  senior  adults! 
Verse  28-321  (NASB).  The  word  Christ,  God's  only  begotten  Son  Pray  that  we  will  uphold  our 

"Now"  at  die  beginning  of  verse  and  Savior  of  the  world,  please  senior  adults  in  their  willing- 

29  marks  a  decisive  turning  do  not  reject  Him.  ness  to  be  used  of  God. 

point  in  Simeon's  life.  In  verse  36-38,  we  read  We  have  studied  faith,  hope. 
Encountering  Jesus  always  about  the  prophetess  Anna,  love,  Jesus,  and  salvation  in  this 
marks  a  turning  point  in  the  lue  who  was  advanced  in  years,  study  theme  this  month.  By 
.  Who  can  meet  Jesus  probably  over  a  hundred.  He  receiving  the  gift  of  salvation, 
and  hot  have  a  dramatic  turning  lived  in  the  temple,  serving  faith,  love,  and  Jesus  become 
around  of  his  or  her  life?  Simeon  night  and  day  with  fastings  more  than  mere  words.  They 
was  ready  to  die  now  that  he  had  and  prayers.  After  Simeon  become  life-transforming  reali- 
seen  Goa's  glory.  had  blessed  Mary  and  Joseph,  ties  in  a  persons'  life.  This  sal- 

Joseph  and  Mary  were  Anna  began  giving  thanks  to  vation  is  for  all,  regardless  of 
amazed  as  they  heard  tne  tilings  God  and  continued  to  speak  social  standing,  nationality,  rich 
spoken  by  Simeon.  Simeon  of  Him  to  all  those  who  were  or  poor,  male  or  female.  Above 
blessed  them  and  said  to  Mary,  looking  for  the  redemption  of  all,  it  is  free.  Oh,  what  an  awe- 
"Behold,  this  child  is  appointed  Jerusalem.  some  God  we  serve.  ^ 

for  the  fall  and  rise  of  many  in  ,  Simeon  had  blessed  Mary  - — 

Israel."  Verse  34.  Simeon  prophe-  and  Joseph.  Anna  began  giving  Lofton  is  a  member  of  Willow 
sied  that  Mary  would  be  grieved  thanks  to  God  and  continued  to  Grove  Church,  Collins. 


herds'  leaving  with 
such  haste  indicated 
they  did  not  doubt  the 
reality  of  the  angles'  Lc 
fresH  commitments  they  proclamation,  but  accepted  it  as 
believe  will  improve  the  quail-  truth.  They  returned, ‘praising 
ty  of  their  lives.  However;  few  and  glorifying  God.  They  had 
will  follow  through  for  more  seen  Jesus,  tne  embodiment  of 
than  a  few  weeks.  Few  of  those  God's  promised  salvation.  To 
resolutions  will  result  in  see  Jesus  is  to  see  salvation, 
changed  lives.  One  decision  Our  focus  passage  is  Luke 
can  truly  transform  a  life;  the  2:25-38.  Verse  25  says,  "And 
decision  to  receive  God's  gift  of  behold,  there  was  a  man  in  marks  a  tun 
salvation  in  Jesus.  Jerusalem  whose  name  was  of  a  person. 

We  are  continuing  our  study  Simeon:  and  this  man  was  just 
of  life-changing  gifts.  This  and  devout,  looking  for  the  con- 
week's  study  is:  Salvation  For  solation  of  Israel  is  the  expected 
All.  Last  week's  study  was:  Messiah,  who  would  deliver  the 
Jesus,  God's  Greatest  Gift.  The  Jews  from  their  oppressors.  In 
miraculous  birth  of  Jesus  has  verse  26  we  are  told  the  Holy 
had  tiie  greatest  impact  on  the  Spirit  revealed  to  Simeon  he 
human  race  of  any  event  in  his-  would  not  see  death  until  he  saw 
tory.  The  news  of  Jesus'  birth  the  Lord's  Christ  Verse  27  tells 
spread  quickly  after  the  us  Simeon  was  led  by  the  Spirit 
announcement  to  the  shep-  to  the  temple  where  Mary  and 


Gloria  Lofton 


sign  of  strength,  rials  required  to  accomplish  this 

Twelve  times  prayer  is  construction  project.  King 

mentioned  in  this  Artaxerxes  gave  Nehemiah  per- 

book.  Nehemiah  was  mission  to  go  and  rebuild  the 

a  prayer  warrior!  walls,  so  his  journey  began. 

Nehemiah  spent  sev-  3.  Encourage  Believers  to 
eral  days,  fasting  Work  together  (Nehemiah 

weeping  and  praying.  2:17-18;  3:1-2) 

He  Vnew  that  some-  Nehemiah  had  the  "good 
thing  had  to  be  done  hand  of  God  upon  him."  God 
to  rescue  and  restore  sent  Nehemiah,  "a  person  from 

feru salem.  Like  Isaiah,  the  outside,"  to  Jews  with  a  new 
iear  Nehemiah  saying  perspective  and  new  vision  for 
am.  I,  send  me.  this  rebuilding  project, 
encourages."  Nehemiah  had  a  fourth  and  finally,  the  reforms  Nehemiah  was  willing,  and  After  making  an  initial  night 

distinguished  job  as  the  king's  of  Nehemiah  (chapter  13).  cared  enough,  to  volunteer  his  inspection,  Nenemiah  saw  the 

cupbearer.  This  was  an  office  of  time  to  do  tne  work.  obstacles,  the  challenges  and 

trust;  tasting  the  king's  food  1.  Begin  .  with  Prayer  2.  Take  Steps  of  Faith  the  opportunity  to  make  a  great 

and  drink,  he  stood  between  the  (Nehemiah  1:1-4)  (Nehemiah  2:4-5, 8B)  change.  Next,  Nehemiah  spoke 

king  and  death.  Nehemiah,  a  The  Lord  used  this  man  of  The  scriptures  tell  us  to  "wait  at  an  assembly  and  convinced 

Jew  and  a  captive,  serving  a  character  to  comfort  and  revive  upon  the  Lord  and  we  will  the  people  ot  the  need  for  a 
Gentile  king  in  such  a  strategic  the  spirit  of  the  discouraged  renew  our  strength."  (Isaiah  building  program.  A  few  voices 
position,  spoke  well  of  nis  exiles  and  bring  them  a  ray  of  40:31)  Nehemiah  had  waited  of  opposition  arose  as  Sanballot, 
strong  character.  Nehemiah  hope.  Nehemiah  was  living  in  approximately  four  months  Tobiah  and  Geshem  started  to 
served  King  Artaxerxes,  who  the  fortress  of  Susa,  the  winter  when  the  king  recognized  that  insult  Nehemiah.  Nehemiah 
ruled  from  464  to  423B.C.  He  home  of  the  Persian  king.  Nehemiah  was  sad.  Nehemiah  spoke  and  boldly  told 
also  would  give  the  king  Nehemiah  had  compassion  for  explained  to  the  king  that  the  Sandballot  and  his  friends  that 
advice,  if  asked.  A  man  in  the  remnant  that  was  left  in  cap-  reason  for  his  sadness  was  that  "the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
Nehemiah's  position  could  do  tivity.  He  saw  the  broken  con-  the  city  of  Jerusalem  was  in  them,  the  God  of  heaven.  He 
great  good  or  great  evil,  dition  of  the  wall  and  the  gates  ruins.  After  praying  a  brief  will  prosper  us"  and  allow  us 
Nehemiah  made  the  right  that  were  burned.  prayer,  a  bold  request  was  made  the  opportunity  to  rebuild  the 

choice;  he  followed  the  Lord,  Verse  four  states  that  to  the  king.  Nehemiah  asked  walls.  Nehemiah  organized  the 

and  used  his  influence  correctly.  Nehemiah  wept.  Sometime  permission  to  provide  leader-  people.  Eliashib,  the  nigh  priest 
This  book  can  be  divided  weeping  is  a  sign  of  weakness,  ship  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  the  and  other  priests  started  work 
into  four  sections.  First,  the  but  in  Nehemiah' s  case  it  was  a  city  and  access  to  the  raw  mate-  on  the  sheep  gate. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Working  Cooperatively 

Nehemiah  1:1-3:32 


By  Tim  Alexander 


Alexander 


Alexander  is  Minister  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo. 
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crating  churches  ^  photographs  will  I 
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Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


Journeyman  feels  call  to  fight  famine  in  West  Africa 


-  Villagers  stand  in  a  small  .  As  a  result  of  the  changing  political  and  cultural  ch- 
>f  50-kflogram  bags  of  rice,  mate  of  the  Tuareg  people  group  over  the  past  50 
anguage in  heated  tones.  years,  Gunter  says  he  believes  now  is  the  opportune 
rt,"  says  Nate  Gunter,  a  jour-  time  to  evangelize  them. 

rking  in  Bankilare,  Niger.  "They're  a  people  in  the  midst  of  change  neht  now, 
ot  enough."  and  they're  looking  for  new  answers  and  looking  for 

the  Tuareg  people  group  in  sure  footing"  Gunter  says.  "I  really  feel  like  irs  an 
ire  for  two  years,  Gunter  says  excellent  time  in  the  history  of  their  people  to  confront 
o  people  begging  for  food,  them  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 
t  it  wasn't  until  he  returned 

mce  in  July  2005  that  Gunter  Feeding  the  hungry 

indency  of  the  situation.  Faced  with  the  devastating  effects  of  hunger  in 

id  town  and  found  out  that  Bankilare  in  July  2005,  Gunter  journeyed  to  Niamey  to 
>ush  encampment  areas  had  speak  with  Warren  and  Sharon  Hess  ling  strategy 
r,"  Gunter  says.  "Many  were  coordinators  for  the  Tuareg  team,  about  the  necessity 
iting  grass  for  a  couple  of  of  a  hunger  relief  program  m  the  village. 

“d  sicknesses  related  to  nutri-  They  came  up  with  a  plan  to  distribute  30  metric  tons 
I  came  back  to  Niamey  and  of  rice  m  25  kilogram  portions  to  families  in  and  around 
s  and  said,  'We  need  to  do  Bankilare.  Gunter  worked  with  his  supervisors  to  begin 

a  program  involving  registration  cards  and  receipts. 

"There's  no  way  we  can  preach  to  people  when 
they're  starving,"  Warren  Hessling  says.  "I'm  sure  we 
il-LaGrange  can't  solve  all  the  problems  of  poverty  in  the  world, 
led  with  tne  but  we  have  to  deal  with  those  right  in  front  of  us,  as 
».  While  jug-  much  as  we  are  able  at  least." 

and  work,  To  meet  both  the  spiritual  and  physical  needs  of 
from  church  those  living  in  the  Bankilare  area,  Gunter  and  Hessling 

Christian  to  minister  to  those 
g  the  distributions. 

Tuareg  pastor  from  the  city  of 
frequently  spoke  witn  villagers  who  came  to 
receive  rice.  He  says  foe  distribution  was  important  to 
get  people's  attention  so  he  could  call  them  to  Christ. 

Though  Bankilare  villagers  typically  experience  a 
"hungry  season"  between  foe  months  of  August  and 
October,  Gunter  attributes  much  of  foe  2005  famine  to 
an  invasion  of  desert  locusts.  Two  weeks  before  foe 
2004  harvest,  Gunter  sat  outside  his  mud  brick  hut  in 
Bankilare  and  watched  a  swarm  of  locusts  devastate 
Bankilare' s  millet  crop. 

"Within  20  minutes,  it  was  like  a  scene  out  of  foe 
book  of  Exodus,"  Gunter  says.  "I  mean  literally,  from 
foe  ground  as  high  as  you  could  see  in  foe  sky,  and  in 
every  direction.  Iwouldn't  say  it  was  an  overestimate 
to  say  there  were  billions  of  locusts,  just  a  swarm  of 
locusts  in  and  on  everything.  I  could  reach  out  with 
my  hand  and  grab  them  as  they  went  by." 

With  the  lingering  effects  of  no  harvest  in  2004, 
the  2005  "hungry  season"  hit  hard  but  the  need  for 
food  brought  hundreds  of  people  in  for  the  rice  dis¬ 
tributions  —  hundreds  who  heard  the  Gospel  for 
the  first  time. 


Gunter  says  he  contemplated  ev 
work,  to  seminary,  to  military  sei 

"The  more  I  prayed  about  it  and  sought  God's  heart, 
foe  more  He  made  it  dear  He  was  not  — : — 1  1  * 

of  the  doors,  but  was  going  to  ask  me 


arranged  for  a  Tuareg 
receiving  the  rice  durui 
,  Mohammed,  a  local 
look  to  Him  Niamey, 

and  follow  Him  through  foe  right  one/  Gunter  says. 

As  he  considered  his  options,  Gunter  says  he  kept 
returning  to  the  International  Mission  Board's 
Journeyman  Program,  which  allows  20-something  sin¬ 
gles  with  a  bachelor's  degree  to  serve  a  two-year  term 
m  overseas  missions. 

As  he  continued  to  pray  about  his  decision,  Gunter 
says  God  began  toTay  foe  Black  Tamashek  people  on 
his  heart.  Commonly  recognized  as  foe  "slave  class"  of 
foe  Tuareg  people,  foe  Biack  Tamashek  stood  out  to 
Gunter  as  a  welcoming,  unassuming  people. 

"Their  culture  definitely  prizes  relationships  with 
friends  and  with ‘family  far  above  materialistic  things, 
ad  vanring  their  social  status,  anything  like  that," 

Gunter  says. 


LIFESTYLE  WITNESS  —  Journeyman  Nate  Gunter  strikes 
up  conversation  with  a  Tuareg  man  in  Niger.  In  keeping 
with  African  culture,  Gunter  spent  many  afternoons 
drinking  tea  and  talking  with  other  villagers.  (IMB  photo) 


Grenada  churches  to  host  Jan. 
Community  Women's  Conference 

GRENADA,  Ms.  (Special)  —  A  trio  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  in  Grenada  will  host  Community  Women's  Conference 
on  January  19-20,  with  special  guest  Lisa  Welchel,  who  starred 


for  several  years  in  foe  NBC  television  series  Facts  of  Life. 

Welchel  is  the  founder  of  MomTime  ministries  and  MomTlme 
Get-A-Ways.  She  has  authored  several  books  and  received  a 
Gold  Medallion  nomination  for  her  book.  Creative  Correction, 
and  she  also  recently  received  an  Angel  Award  for  her  dedica- 


Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering* 
National  Goal: 

$150  million 

Our  Goal: 


tion  to  promoting  quality,  family-oriented  communication. 

Welchel  will  be  sharing  with  women  of  all  ages  at  foe  confer¬ 
ence  on  foe  topic  of,  "Be  Still  and  Know  that  I  am  God."  Praise 
and -worship  will  be  led  by  Kim  Hill.  For  more  information  and 
to  register  contact  First  Cnurch,  Grenada  at  (662)  226-3661.  Web 
site:  www.fbcgrenada.oig. 


FIGHTING  FAMINE  —  Journeyman  Nate  Gunter  initiat¬ 
ed  famine  relief  efforts  in  Niger,  and  worked  closely  with 
Niamey  partners  to  distribute  rice  to  those  villages  that  are 
in  the  greatest  need.  (IMB  photo) 


